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LIVE EACH MOMENT AS 


it is througn living in the present 
that the way through that blank 
wall appears, and everything assumes 
a meaning we never dreamed of 
before. Life seemed meaningless 
because we thought that through 
our work or pleasure we should 
find satisfaction and happiness. This 
can never be because all things 
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dislike what has been called world- 
negation and see clearly that life on 
earth has to be lived, not escaped 
from. 

But once you have crossed this 
step, ‘‘disgust”’ is far from being too 
Strong a term. Different people 
doubtless have different reactions 
to this experience; but meet it when 
you are living alone with no dis- 
tractions to make the experience 
less unpleasant, and you will think 
that the term ‘‘disgust’’ is not 
strong enough to express the sense 
of utter, utter utility that over- 
whelms you. 

You have sought in the silence 
to find a meaning to life, and the 
silence is as meaningless as the 
world of the senses and the intellect 
you have left behind. ‘‘Vanity of 
vanities” said the ancient Hebrew 
preacher, “‘all is vanity and a striving 
after the wind’. And the horror 
of finding life to be without meaning 
rises up like a blank wall of despair 
through which there is no opening. 


MEDITATION 


As the Buddhist texts say you 
turn to meditating with increased 
vigour on the transiency of all things. 
It is the only thing to do. In other 
words you accept the fact of the 
meaninglessness of life. And then 
it is that a way through that blank 
wall gradually reveals itself. 

For life on earth is composed of 
opposits. True, the Dharma of 
Life has no meaning, for the past 
is over and the future will never 
come. But the present is real, and 


change and pass. 


LIVING IN PRESENT 

But through the present instant 
cf time we can perceive That-which 
is-not-of-time, that which is of 
eternity. And because of this the 
tiniest and least significant thing 
reveals what lies Beyond time and 
Space. Then it is that when we 
sweep the floor we do not hurry 
over the task because there is some~ 
thing more interesting we should 
like to do. There can never be 
anything more interesting, for no 
activity matters in itsslf. It is only 
living in the present instant of time 
that has any meaning. When 
sweeping the floor we can live in the 
present just as well as when doing 
anything else. 

Zen Buddhism trains its devotees 
to live in eternity through the 
practice of various arts, such as 
archery, flower-arrangement, the 
tea-ceremony. None of these have 
any significance in itself. But through 
learning to let go, they learn to 
let That-which-is-manifested- 
through-things direct their actions, 
and by so daing they find significance 
in the tiniest aspect of the art chosen 

Art is the result of the artist 
giving up his own will and leaving 
himself open to receive and record 
the inspiration that comes from what 
is Beyond his own consciousness. 
It is not for him to decide what in- 
spiration will come to him, but 
only to carry it out, living from 
moment to moment. 
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We can all be artists of our own 
lives if we want to be. We can live 
each moment as it comes, and ‘per- 
form our workin the same spirit as 
the painter. If we learn to do this we 
find sweeping the room as worth 
while a task as preaching the Dhamma 
We do not give the gift of the 
Dhamma by preaching about it, but 
only by living in docility to it, as an 
artist lives when he is wielding his 
brush. 

Lived like this, life becomes full 
of the inexpressible joy of creation, 
the joy of being the instrument 
through which the Dhamma mani- 
fests itself in the world, the joy of 
the poet when he gives birth to a 
poem or the mother when she 
gives birth to a child. 

But this joy at once becomes 
fraught with pain when we become 
attached to the works of our creation 
which in themselves have no more 
meaning than shadows. It is not the 
doing that matters, not the work, 
but the being, the being the instru- 
ment of the Dhamma. That is why 
sweeping a room may be as great 
a work of art as anything else. 

People of all religions have found 
in different ways the need for living 
in the present, and not in the past 
or future. Brother Laurence, the 
Carmelite monk, expressed it as 
doing everthying for the love of 
God; he would not even pick a 
Straw up from the ground except 
for the love of God; and the bliss of 
the Presence of God was just as much 
with him when he was in the monas- 
tery kitchen where people were 
all calling out for things at the same 
time, ‘‘as when he was on his knees 
at the Blessed Sacrament’’. 


ACTORS 


The Greek and Roman Stoics 
achieved the same objective of 
living in the present by regarding 
men as actors of a part in life’s 
drama assigned to them by Nature. 
The role of one man might be that 
of a successful prince, that of another 
to die under torture. The part you 
were given did not matter. All 
that mattered was that you played 
it well and faithfully. 

In the Bhagavad Gita the same 
need for living in the present is 
expressed by insisting that every 
act must be performed without 
hope of success or fear of failure, 
but solely for the sake of the Lord 
Krishna, 

And the Buddha said: ‘“‘In looking 
forward or in looking round; in 
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stretching forth his arm or drawing 
it in again; in eating or drinking or 
masticating or swallowing, in obeying 
the calls of nature, in going or stand- 


ing or sitting, in sleeping or waking, . 


in Speaking, or in being still, he 
keeps himself aware of all it really 
means.’ (Dialogues | p.81) 
However, it is expressed, life is 
meaningless if we look for meaning 
in activity for all activity is transient. 
But life is infinitely meaningful if each 
moment is lived with simple aware- 
ness of what is taking place in the 


present; it is meaningful becausé 
by this means we pierce through 
time to eternity, and through what 
is subject to death to what is Death- 
less. 

It is often said that the Buddha 
(and Christ after him) taught world 
negation, whereas Confucius and 
Gandhi taught world  affiirma- 
tion. Butit is not possible to have 
one without the other. They are 
merely cpposite sides of the same 
coin. 


How Chinese Tooth Relic 
was Discovered 


MB. W. P. G. ARIYADASA, 

Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Home and Cultural 
Affairs tabled in the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Colombo, detailed in- 
formation about the Tooth Relic 
which is expected shortly from 
China. 

He did so in reply to a question 
by a member asking for reference to 
authentic historical records that 
would give the historiy of the Tooth 
Relic. 

Mr. Ariyadasa replied; 

(a) “The Tuoth Relic, which is 
to be bought here from China and 
to be exhibited was taken to China 
from Udyana during the period of 
the Chi Dinasty i.e. between 479 
and 502 A.C. 

(b) ‘An account of this Tooth 
Relic is found in the writings of 
Yen-lin, a Japanese Buddhist monk 
who came to China for study in the 
8th century. Yen-lin came to China 
for study in the 8th century, Yen-lin 
in his writings describes how this 
Tooth Relic was brought from 
Udyana to Khotan by an Indian monk 


-and how it was taken from Khotan 


to Nanking by Fa-Hsien. 

“While clearing up the debris 
of the Chao-Hsien Pagoda in Peking, 
which was destroyed in 1900 by 
gunfire the monks discovered a 
stone casket. Inside this casket was a 
sandalwood box. On this sandalwood 
box was inscribed the following 
words: ‘The Holy Tooth Relic of 
Sakya Muni Buddha and written by 
Shan-Hui on the 23rd day of the 
fourth month in the 7th year of 
Tien-Hui’. 

“In this sandalwood box was 
found the Tooth Relic. According 


to Chinese records the 7th year or 
Tien-Tui’ is 963. A.C. Further, 
the records of the Chinese books 
show that Shan-Hui was a native 
of Kuo County which is now known 
the Shansi Province. 

“According to the biographical 
records of Chinese monks the title 
of ‘Master of Hsuan-Pi’ had been 
conferred on Shan-Tui by Emperor 
Tat-Tsu. Emperor Tail-Tsu reigned 
during the Chien-Tech period which 
was from 963 to 967. This period 
agrees well with ‘the 7th year of 
Tien-Hui’ which as referred to above, 
is 963 A.C.” 


ARRIVAL IN CEYLON 


The Tooth Relic from China is 
scheduled to arrive in Ceylon on 
June 10. It will be in the Island 
till August 8. 

A team from the Cultural Ministry 
will leave for China on May 25 to 
bring the Relic. The Minister of 
Cultural Affairs, Mr. Maitripala Sena- 
nayake, has suggested to the Gov- 
ernment that Ceylon send a Bo Tree 
sapling along with the Ceylon team 
to be presented there. 

Three Buddhist monks along with 
the Director of Cultural Affairs, Mr. 
M. J. Perera have been picked to 
bring the Relic. They will be joined 
by the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministetry of Cultural Affairs, 
Mr. W. P. Ariyadasa, who is now in 
Japan. 

The Relic will be first shown in 
Colombo at Independence Hall. It 
will be taken to Anuradhapura, 
Kandy, Galle, Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, 
Matale and back to Calombo for the 
last week. 
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A Buddha Rupa of the Tang dynasty of China (eighth to ninth 
century) which is now in the Smithsonian Institute in the 
United States of America. 


The Buddha's Message 


to the 


Wille faith in the traditional 
religious practices has steadily 
been declining almost all over the 
world, it is significant that Buddhism 
has been attracting progressively 
increasing number of adherents. 

In the West many an intellectual 
has come to lean on the simple and 
direct teachings of the Enlightened 
One and in countries where Bud- 
dhism has been a dominant religion 
for centuries it is being accorded 
added importance. 

We in India have been trying to 
rediscover it since the country-wide 
celebration of the 2,500th anniversary 
of the Buddha’s birth five years ago. 
More and more people have been 
seeking refuge in the Dhamma if 
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World 


not in the Sangha. Interest in Buc- 
dhist studies and Pali literature has 
been growing. 

Hindu orthodoxy kept the large 
masses of people almost entirely 
ignorant of the revolutionary impact 
Buddhism had on the whole country, 
both during Gautama’s lifetime and 
in the centuries following his death. 


INSPIRATION 


We owe some of our finest artistic 
achievements to Buddhist inspiration 
and the emergence of one of the 
greatest rulers of the world to 
Buddhist teachings. Asoka’s ad- 
ministrative principles are as valid 
today as they were when he sought 


to popularize them through  in- 
scriptions on rocks and pillars. 

However, neither the Buddha's 
Eightfold Path and Panch-Sheel nor 
the edicts of Emperor Asoka can 
help us if we merely pay lip-service 
to them. We may find the spirit of 
the Buddha’s philosophy vaguely 
or mildly reflected in our national 
policies, particularly those pertaining 
to foreign affairs, but internally we 
have dene nothing to learn from the 
Buddhist pericd. 

All that we have done is to adopt 
some Buddhist symbols and slogans 
and renovate some Buddhist places 
of pilgrimage. President Rajendra 
Prasad may be right in exhorting the 
country to bring about social reform 
in accordance with the Buddha’s 
teachings and to ensure social justice 
for all. (See page 18) But, familiar as 
he is with our long history, he 
cannot be unaware of the fierce 
resistance to any kind of change 
offered by the privileged in all ages. 


CASTE 


It is because of this resistance that 
caste has still an iron hold on large 
sections of our people and narrow 
loyalties are far stronger than any 
sense of patriotism or nationalism. 
What we need is proper understand- 
ing of the Buddha’s message and the 
will to translate it into practice. 

Even if the community as a whole 
cannot be influenced by his philo- 
sophy which enjoins moderation, 
tolerance and non-violence, we 
would be fortunate if a handful of 
individuals were to accept it and act 
on it. In matters of the spirit it is 
the few rather than the many who 
affect the moral atmosphere. 

It was the Buddha and a small 
number of his followers who spread 
the message of peace and fulfilment 
over half the world. The many who 
fought among themselves in_ his 
name only succeeded in banishing 
the Light of Asia from the land 
where it first appeared. 


—Hindustan Times, New Delhi. 


As on a heap of rubbish thrown on _ the 
highway grows a sweet smelling lovely 
lotus, even so among those blinded mortals, 
who are like unto rubbish, a disciple of the 
fully Enlightened One outshines in wisdom. 


As a solid rock is unshaken by the wind 
so the wise are unmoved amidst blame 
and praise. 
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BUDDHISM IN MALDIVE 
ISLANDS 


(From a Correspondent in Ceylon) 


THe fact that the people of the 

Maldive Islands (Ten Thousand 
Isles) had been Buddhists from the 
remotest periods of their known 
cultural history until the middle of 
the 12th century when they were 
converted to Islam, is a matter of 
historical record. 

A Sessional Paper issued in Ceylon 
twenty years ago under the name of 
Harry Charles Purvis Bell, the re- 
tired Archazological Commissioner, 
who had compiled it from the 
comprehensive records of his second 
visit paid forty years ago, contains 
all of the information then available 
on the most prominent of the 
Buddhist vestiges in the atolls. 

The investigations of Bell pointed 
to the fact that the stupas and 
vihara buildings were unquestion- 
ably akin to their types found in 
Ceylon, in the ancient capital city of 
Anuradhapura. The cultural affinity 
of the Maldivian civilization of the 
time with the Sinhalese civilization 
of Ceylon was further demonstrated 


in the philological field in Maldivian 
Linguistic Studies by Wilhelm Geiger, 
the editor of the Mahavansa, or the 
Great Chronicle of Ceylon Kings. 
Geiger’s researches led to the con- 
clusion that the Maldivian language 
was a derivative of the Sinhalese. 


MORE DISCOVERIES 


It is interesting to learn of further 
discoveries in the atolls connected 
with Buddhism which have been 
brought to light in the past two 
years by the Maldivians themselves. 
They have been published in a 
journal on the ancient records of the 
Maldivian atolls recently issued by the 
Majeedi Library of Male. ° 

Unfortunately the writing is in 
their own language ana script with 
which most outside their own Is- 
lands are not familiar. However, 
the 16 Plates attached to the account 
are sufficiently revealing. They show 
Buddha images, the remains of mo- 
nastic buildings, relics. and relic 


caskets. All these are absolutely 
new material and thus supplementary 
to that known from Bell’s Paper. 

The images now disclosed appear 
to be different from their kind as 
shown in Bell’s work, for they 
seem rather Indian than Sinhalese 
types. They are thus all the more 
important in a study of the maritime 
spread of Buddhist art. ; 

One section of the journal under 
immediate reference is in English. 
It contains the observations of Dr. S 
Paranavitana, Professor or Archaeo- 
logy, University of Ceylon, and for- 
mer Archaeological Commissioner of 
Ceylon, whose opinion had been 
invited on the Buddhist buildings. 

He does not appear to have 
seen the photographs of the images. 
At least he has net alluded to them. 
Dr. Paranavitana’s comments are 
as usual with his studies, most pro- 
found and illuminating. 

It is to be hoped that the Majeedi 
Library will consider the release of 
the contents of their journal in the 
English language. This will be wel- 
comed by the larger reading public, 
besides the specialist workers in 
different parts of the world who 
are daily devoting greater time to 
Asian studies. 
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Ordinations of the first monks in Brusse's on February 5th by the 
Ven. Lama Rin’chen Mkhas’ hgrub. 


BEGINNINGS OF BUDDHISM 
IN BELGIUM 


By M. R. Ratnajinendra 
(Ceylon) 


WHENEVER Buddhism is men- 

tioned in a European context 
we are apt to think of such countries 
as Britain, Germany, France, Den- 
mark and Sweden, where the move- 
ment has been gaining ground though 
slowly. 

The other day the editor of World 
Budhism, the international monthly, 
put into my hands a Buddhist maga- 
zine entitled L Ecole d’Or (The 
Golden School) published in Brus- 
sels. Described as the periodic 
bulletin of the Belgian section of the 
Tibetan Buddhist Centre Ljan’na, 
itappears on the first of each month, 
and its columns are open to all 
those who think they can contribute 
to the propagation of the Dhamma 
in Europe, or reply to the questions 
raised by its readers. 

A-word of explanation is necessary 
as to the origin of the Tibetan school 
Ljan’na. It was established 550 
years ago by the Ven. Tsong’Kha Pa 
at the Monastery of Hbrog’Ri (Dori), 
a building which became in 1445 
a branch of the great Monastery of 
Bkra’Shis’Lhun’P (Tachi Lounpo) in 
Tibet. 

The master dwelt there with the 
most learned of his disciples. The 
name Hbrog’ri signifies: The Solitary 
Peak. For nine years Tsong’ kha’ 
pa taught there the exotic and 
tantric sciences. He chose Ljan’na 
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as the name for his school after two 
Tibetan terms; Ljan (Ljin), signifying 
garbage, and Na, age (stages of life), 
Ljan’na therefore means “garbage of 
errors accumulated in the course 
of the ages.”’ 


ESOTERIC 


Ljan’na remained exclusively eso- 
teric up to 1946, when its se- 
cret instructor decided to make 
at least a partial revelation of the 
faith to the spiritualists of the West. 
It then took shape as a centre of 
special studies under the Venerable 
Lama Rin’chen Mkhas’hgrub. 

It has at present several teaching 
centres and a monthly bulletin in 
French The Golden SSchool to- 
gether with a monastic section con- 
ferring lay ordinations. Its Lamaist 
ritual has been simplified so as to 
adapt it to European minds, 

The Tibetan Buddhist Schcol of 
Ljan’na is about to enter upon its 
fifteenth year of existence. It is 
always ready to receive those who 
are seriously and sincerely in quest 
of spiritual development for the 
purpose of leading a better life. 
There is no compulsion of any sort, 
but any discipline freely accepted and 
entered upon should be scrupulously 
observed. Such in brief are the aims 
and activities of this centre of Maha- 
yana Buddhism in Belgium, 


What exactly is the present posi- 
tion of Buddhism in this predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic country ? 
The answer to this question may be 
found in Informations Buddhistes 
(Buddhist News), published by the 
Secretaria’-General of the Interna- 
tional Buddhist High Council, Brus- 
sels, under the direction of Ven. 
Lama Rin’chen Mkhas’ hgrub, Under 
the heading ‘Buddhist activities in 
Belgium”’ this journal gives a brief 
account of missionary labour and 
organisational endeavour of which 
the following is a translation: 


2,000 BUDDHISTS 


“About 2,000 Buddhists for a 
country of nine million inhabitants 
may seem a negligible fraction. But 
when it is realised that Belgium is 
nine-tenths Roman Catholic, one 
cannot but be astonished at this 
initial result, obtained through the 
untiring labours of the Venerable 
Lama Rn’chen Mkhas’hgrub after 
eleven years of missionary labour. 

“Working without any material 
aid but animated by an indefinable 
zeal, the Venerable Lama has, despite 
obstacles, calumnies and lack of 
funds, beaten the drum of the 
Dhamma without intermission in 
all classes of society. 

‘Free courses, public conferences, 
the dissemination of tracts pam- 
phlets and bulletins, appeals to 
various personalities, cultural cere- 
monies and quite lately, the official 
inauguration of a Belgian section of 
Ljan’na Tibetan Buddhist centres, 
in a partnership divorced from 
profit-making ends, and finally, the 
secular ordination of several Lanoo 
or Belgian disciples’’—such is the 
picture of activity unremittingly 
pursued by this indefatigable mis- 
sionary of Mahayana Buddhism. 
“The new committee has drawn up 
a most elaborate program of work 
which will help propagagte the 
Dhamma in the principal towns of 
the country. The monthly bulletin, 
The Golden School’’, has been very 
well received from its inception. 


A NECESSITY 


“The Belgians, in spite of a well 
developed material outlook, are 
vaguely aware that the spirinual is 
for them a necessity which they find 
it difficult to apprehend in its true 
significance, in their native beliefs. 
They have begun to realise that 
Buddhism can bring them what is 
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elsewhere overlooked or forgotten. 
But they have to shake off the 
inertia and indifference that marks 
their religious life. 

“The Committee has decided to 
do its utmost to open a Buddhist 
House, consisting of a library, a 
conference and business hall, a hall 
of meditation, etc. It intends to 
organise shortly exhibitions, enter- 
talnments, visits to museums, ex- 
cursions, a work centre, etc. 

‘Since it has big plans in spite of 
its present slender resources, it hopes 
to be able to open one day a Bud- 
dhist University and Welfare Centre. 
There is, in short, no limit to its 
aspirations, though it is under no 
illusions about future possibilities. 
But it makes a resonant appeal 
through the medium of ‘‘Bud- 
dhist News”’ for substantial aid from 


all those who are in a position to _ 


supply it”. 

One of the reasons why Buddhism 
has taken-so long to gain a foothold 
in Belgium is, perhaps the Belgian 
lack of contact with the Eastern 
world. Although an eminent pro- 
fessor at the University of Louvain, 
Prof. E. Lamotte, tried hard, not so 
long ago, to stimulate an interest 
in the failth, he was handicapped 
by the scarcity of material to pro- 
pagate Buddhism and the lack of 
serious books on the subject. 

It is encouraging to find therefore, 
that something is being attempted 
at last to create a favourable atmos- 
phere where those interested in the 
Doctrine could find opportunity for 
serious study and seek a solution to 
their spiritual problems. 


Association 


(From a Correspondent in United Kingdom) 


Heving read recently in your 

esteemd journal World Bud- 
dhism accounts of various Bud- 
dhist activities in England in 
which no reference was made to 
the establishment of the Songha in 
England, the following brief ac- 
count may be of interest to your 
readers: 


The English Sangha Association was 
founded five years ago by a group of 
people endeavouring to study and practice 
the Dhamma of the Enlightened One 
under the guidance of English bhikkhus. 
Under its president, Ven. Pannavaddho 
Bhikkhu, an Englishman trained in Thai- 
land, two young men from this country, 
both of whom received the Pabbajja 
ordination in London and studied here, 
have already left for the Far East to re- 
ceive further training before their future 
return here for the eventual formation of a 
full Sangha of English bhikkhus. 

One of them, Samanera Sujivo is at 
present in India with Bhikkhu Sangharak- 
shita, the other, Bhikkhu Mangalo is in 
Rangoon where he received full ordina- 
tion on March 12th last. 

The words of the Ven. Saddhatissa 
Mahathera of Ceylon who ordained the 


former at the Sangha House in London are. 


worth recalling at this juncture. ‘There 
is evidence of the growing interest in the 
Buddha Dhamma in this country, but 
until there is established a full Sangha of 
English bhikkhus, one cannot say the 
Dhamma is well and truly founded here’’. 
As one of the three jewels, one of the 
three Refuges we are therefore endeavour- 
ing to found the Sangha in the West in 
this country. 

Each year during the summer a week 
of strict Satipatthana practice under the 
direction of Ven, Pannavaddho Bhikkhu 
is held at Oxford. Although on an average 
between 60 to 70 applications are received 
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from members desirous of undergoing 
this course, only 20 can be accommodated 
and supervised by one bhikkhu. 

During this week’s course, the Eight 
Precepts are taken, and although meals 
are eaten in a communal dining room, 
silence is observed and all action carried 
out to mindfulness including the walking 
to and from the meditator’s own room. 
Buddhists from various parts of England 
attend this annual week of meditation 
at Oxford. 

There are no lectures or discussion 
groups into which the mind can escape 
into a’ semblance of outward activity. 
Solitary and silent, each one is forced to 
get to work on himself or herself through- 
out the week, with only a brief daily 
visit from the Bhikkhu to check that all 
is going well and to deal with any problem 
which may arise during practice. 

Apart from this annual week of strict 
Satipatthana at Oxford members have 
the opportunity throughout the year of 
spending several days, or a week or even 
a weekend at the Sangha House in London 
where a few rooms are available for a 
similar purpose. A weekly lecture on 
some aspect of the Dhamma is given 
every Friday evening at the Caxton Hall, 
London, in addition to which members 
meet for a meditation class under a bhik- 
khu each Wednesday evening at the 
Sangha House. 

At the end of March another English 
bhikkhu returned from Thailand to take 
up residence at the House, Ven. Jutind- 
haro Bhikkhu, and it is hoped in the near 
future Ven. Ananda Bodhi, a Canadian 
bhikkhu at present in Rangoon and a 
former member of the English Sangha 
Association will also return to London. 

Thus, with three Western bhikkhus 
we shall have the nucleus of a Sangha in 
Britain. It is further hoped when funds 
are available to purchase a house in the 
country, where conditions for quiet medi- 
tation are more suitable than in the great 
metropolis, 
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Notes of the Month 


MORE GERMANS WANT TO 
BECOME BUDDHIST MONKS 


THE Ven. Heenatiyana Dhamma- 

_ loka Maha Thera, Viharadhipathi 
of the Ceylon University, left for 
West Germany last month to prepare 
for the ordination of three more 
Germans. Five more will be ready 
for ordination next year. 

After their ordination these Ger- 
man bhikkhus will reside at the 
Dhammaduta Society headquarters 
in Berlin. 

The Ven Heenatiyana Dhammaloka 
Maha Thera said that in Germany 
now thousands of people want to 
become Buddhists. He added that 
there were over 1,000,000 ‘‘free 
thinkers” in Germany and that a 
great many of them leaned to- 
wards Buddhism. 

He is the patron of the Dhamma- 
duta Society. He took with him a 
plan for a preaching hall which is 
to be constructed on the six-acre 
site which belongs to the Dhamma- 
duta Society. The hall will accom- 
modate 500 people. 

The Dhammaduta Society now 
occupies a three-storey building in 
Berlin which was once the home of 
the renowned German Buddhist, 
scholar, Dr. Paul Dhalke. The 
house had been built in Buddhist 
architecture style and_ includess 
shrine rooms and meditation halls. 

There are already 22 Buddhist 
Societies in West Germany and 
Buddhist activity is increasing 
rapidly. ©The Ven Dhammaloka 
Maha Thera will return to Ceylon 
at the end of July in time for the 
reopening of the Ceylon University 
sessions. 


DHAMMA SCHOOLS 
NEEDED 


Dhamma schools will help to 
foster religious feeling among the 
people and thereby the country will 
progress. Therefore, Buddhist in- 
stitutions must start more and more 
Dhamma schools. 

This statement was made by the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Vidyalankara 
Buddhist University, Ven. Kiriwath- 
thuduwe Pagnasara Nayaka Thera, 
at the annual meeting of a Dhamma 
school at Gampaha, Ceylon. 

’ Making a similar statement at tho 
third anniversary of a  Bhikkhu 
Society in Kalutara, Mr, D. Peter 
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Silva said that the religious education 
of the Buddhist child must be handed 
back to the Buddhist monk at the 
viharage for it was futile to inculcate 
Buddhist ideals in the child in a 
school meant for academic work. 

He added that the Maha Bodhi 
Society, the Buddhist Theosophical 
Society, the YMBA and other Bud- 
dhist societies had gradually taken 
away the responsibility of a true 
religious training from the viharaya. 

Consequently the Buddhist monk 
had to live a frustrated life and a 
large number of monks even left 
the robes. He _ pleaded for the 
restoration of the rightful duties 
of the viharaya to the Buddhist 
monk 


BUDDHISM IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


The following items are from the 
Bulletin of the Washington Friends 
of Buddhism : 

Recently a ‘‘masugata’’ or sup- 
porting block of wood 300 years 
old, from the five-storey pagoda 
of the great temple of Daigo, near 
Kyoto, Japan, replaced during re- 
construction, was presented to 
Columbia University, USA. 

A photograph in the Washington 
Post of December II, showed a 
72-foot giant Buddha figure being 
completed at Chung-Hua in central 
Formosa (Taiwan). To be dedicated 
in June, the concrete image is some 
30 feet taller than the Great Buddha 
Diabutsu, at Kamkura, Japan. 

On December |, Ammon Hennacy, 
a Catholic anarchist, and several 
others placed a wreath on the 
statue of St. Shinran Shonin, at the 
American Buddhist Academy in New 
York, in penance for the atomic 
destruction of Hiroshima. 

A Washington Post story on Febru- 
arye TS on’ Marilee ‘L. \ Weiner, 
Washington sculptress, mentioned 
her interest in Zen Buddhism. 

A fine discussion of Zen by actors 
Charles Laughton, Hans Conreid 
and Hugh Downs enlivened the Jack 
Paar television show on February 8. 

Melvin L. Weiner, Ph.D., a practis- 
ing psychotherapist, is giving a 15- 
week course in ‘‘Zen Buddhism and 
Psychaonalysis” at the American 
Buddhist Academy. 


GIFT OF ARTICLES TO 
JAPAN 


The Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, de- 
clared open an exhibition of a 
collection of valuable and sacred 
Buddhist articles at the Sri Wardha= 
naramaya in Kollupitiya, Colombo. 

The collection consisted of a, 
casket containing relics of the Bud- 
dha, a historic statue of the Samadhi 
Buddha, three feet in height, made 
of satinwood and found in the 
Meghavanna Garden, Anuradha- 
pura, and a 3 |/2 feet pinnacle valued 
at Rs. 5,000 plated with pure gold 
end crowned with an eight-inch 
crystal. 

The entire collection is a gift to the 
public of Japan from the Buddhists 
in Ceylon. The pinnacle is intended 
to be used in the crowning ceremony 
of the World Peace Chetiya, situated 
in the Gifu area in Japan. 


MARRIAGE AMONG 
PRIESTS 


One of Japan’s 600-year-old schools 
of Zen Buddhism has planned to 
recognise officially marriage among 
its priests. 

The Myoshinji School of the 
Rinzai Sect of Zen, with 600ye ars 
of tradition, said that it had pre- 
pared a new arrangement for the 
Sect which included the proposal 
for recognition of a priest’s marriage. 


UNIVERSITY BUDDHIST 
FEDERATION 


The Buddhist Brotherhoods of the 
Faculties of Medicine, Arts, Engi- 
neering and Science of the Univer- 
sity of Ceylon, have been amalga- 
mated under the name, the Ceylon 
University Buddhist Students Fede- 
ration. 

At the inaugural meeting of the 
General Council of the Federation, 
the following were among the- 
office-bearers elected. 

Patrons: Ven. Heenatiyana Dham- 
maloka Maha Thera and Sir Nicholas 
Attygalle; president: Mr. A. R 
Karunaratne; general secretary: Mr. 
Ranjit Thabrew. 


OXFORD GRADUATE 
BECOMES BHIKKHU 


Mr. Malcolm Trevor, the 28-year- 
old Oxford graduate, who left 
London for Burma at the beginning 
of January to become a bhikkhu, 
has entered the monastery of Kaba 
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Aye near Rangoon, where the 
Sixth Buddhist Convocation was held 
in 1955. 

Mr. Trevor is now Bhikkhu Khe- 
mankara. He first became interested 
in Buddhism three years ago. He 
attended meetings at the London 
Vihara and started receiving in- 
structions there. 


CEYLON MONK FOR 
HARWARD 


Bhikkhu Vinita of the Vajirarama 
temple, Colombo, left by air to 
Singapore on April 13 to make 
arrangements for Vesak celebrations 
there. He was invited by the Singa- 
pore Buddhist Association. 

From Singapore he will go to the 
United States for a course of reli- 
gious study at the Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

Bhikkhu Vinita has travelled widely 
in the West on missionary work 
and has associated himself with 
the opening of the two Buddhist 
centres in England and Germany. 

He joined the Order in 1949 as a 
pupil of the late Ven. Vajiranana 
Maha Nayaka Thera of Vajirarama. 


FORTY-TVO STATUES 
OF LORD BUDDHA 


Forty-two statues of Lord Buddha 
were among the articles sent by the 
Pakistan Government to Japan for 
the Japanese Cultural and Industrial 
Exhibition. 

The curator of the Peshawar 
Museum said that these articles 
would be also exhibited in Indonesia. 


JAPANESE BUDDHISTS 
UNITE 


With a view to contributing to 
world peace, a rare agreement for 
relationship between colleges ope- 
rated by two different sects of 
Buddhism in the Kansai area in 
Japan has been concluded. 

The associations of graduates and 
undergraduates of the Koyasan 
University in Wakayama belonging 
to the Shingon Sect, and of the 
Tyukoku University in Kyoto be- 
longing to the Shin Sect, concluded 
the friendship agreement. 

A statement read at the ceremony 
of the signing of the agreement, 
attended by presidents of both 
universities, said that at this time 
when the world is split into two 
rival camps, the two universities 
wish to contribute to world peace 
through the mercy of the Buddha 


and humanism that are common to 
all sects of Buddhism. 


BUDDHA STATUE ON 
SALE 


A Yakushi Buddha statue, said 
to be one of Japan’s important 
cultural properties, has been put 
on sale by the owner of a decaying 
temple in Shinga Prefecture in 
Japan. It is priced at 850,000 yen. 

The 50+year-old priest of the 
Choonji Temple in Hinoishi, Rev. 
Toshio Kusunoki, says he should no 
longer be held responsible for pro- 
tectingt he valuable statue in his tem- 
ple. The weather-beaten temple in 
a sparsely populated place, is nearly 
collapsing because of destructive 
termites. 

Lacking funds to repair the temple 
the priest asked the National Com- 
mittee for the Protection of Cul- 
tural Property to buy the statue 
but was refused. The impatient 
priest then asked the Shiga pre- 
fectural office to buy it, but it also 
refused. 

This wooden statue about 22 
inches tall, weighs 260 pounds. 
Completed in the Fujiwara period 
(794-1185), the statue was listed as 
an important cultural property in 
1950. 


BUDDHISTS HAVE 
FEWER HOLIDAYS 


Buddhists who constitute 64 per 
cent of the population of Ceylon, 
have only four holidays, while the 
Catholic minority enjoyed 54 holi- 
days. Therefore, the Buddhists 
should agitate for more holidays. 

This was stated by the Ven. 
Madihe Pannasiha Mahanayake Thera, 
at the anniversary celebrations of 
the Mercantile Employees Buddhist 
Association, held at the YMBA hall, 
Colombo. 

He said that according to the 
present position, Buddhists had to 
work on Poya Days. All Poya Days 
should be declared holidays so that 
the Buddhists could engage in reli- 
gious activities, he added. 


BUDDHISTS ASSURED 
OF HELP 


“The Buddhists of Pakistan have 
a glorious past. They constitute 
a most significant factor in the 
national life of Pakistan, and every 
facility and privilege are assured to 
them by the Government of Pakis- 
tan.” 
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This statement was made by, 
Mr. S. M. Nasim, Deputy Commis- 
sioner, presiding at the 53rd birthday 
celebrations of the Ven. Visuddha- 
nanda Maha Thera, president of the 
East Pakistan Buddhist Kristi Prachar 
Sangha, held at the Agrasara Pali 
College, Chittagong, East Pakistan. 

A tribute was paid to the work 
of the Maha Thera in promoting 
Buddhist activity in East Pakistan. 
His work for the Buddhist com- 
munity received special praise. 

In the course of an address pre- 
sented to Mr. Nasim, the patronage 
rendered to the Buddhists by the 
Government of Pakistan was appre- 
ciated. 

It said: “‘It is with unalloyed joy 
that we receive you today not as a 
Deputy Commissioner of this dis- 
trict, but as one whose love for 
Buddhists and Buddhism is known 
to be deep and profound.” 

It added: “We do recall with 
gratitude some of your manifold 
contributions conducive to the 
interests of Buddhists. You took 
infinite pains to secure a plot of 
land in Dacca for establishing a 
monastery in keeping with the 
ancient traditions.”’ 


PEACE THROUGH 
RELIGION 


A world religionists peace cor- 
ference is scheduled to be held in 
Kyoto, Japan, from July 27 to 30 in 
order to reach an East-West agree- 
ment for achieving world peace 
through religious co-operation. 

More than 250 representatives, 
including | 11 Japanese, of 19 nations, 
are expected to attend the con- 
ference, according to a committee 
of religious leaders formed in Tokyo 
for the purpose. 

The participants, who will include 
Buddhists, will dicsuss the problem 
of disarmament, nuclear weapons test 
ban and nuclear demilitarisation. 

Kyoto, the ancient city of Buc- 
dhism, has been chosen as the site 
for the conference for its environ- 
ment and _ historical associations. 
Japan’s religious leaders have orga- 
nised the conference to provide peo- 
ple of the East and the West a 
chance to discuss world peace. 


DALAI LAMA’S TALKS 
WITH NEHRU 


The Dalai Lama called on Premier 
Nehru and had talks with him last 
month in New Delhi regarding the 
rehabilitation of Tibetans who 
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crossed into India during and after 
his escape from Tibet. 

The Dalai Lama is said to have 
told Mr. Nehru that he was anxious 
to see that the Tibetan children now 
in India received proper education. 
Acharya J. B. Kripalani, who met 
the Dalai Lama, said that some 
of the Tibetan refugees in India 
might be sent abroad for education. 

The Dalai Lama also called on the 
President of India, Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad. This was the Dalai Lama’s 
first meeting with the President 
since he escaped from Lhasa. 

Prime Minister Nehru later said 
in the Rajya Sabha that India’s 
views on Tibet were not fully the 
same as those of the Dalai Lama. 

The Prime Minister was replying 
toa supplementary question whether 
the Government ’s moral sympathy 
was with the Dalai Lama in the 
liberation of Tibet. 


THAI PRINCE’S ADVICE 
TO BUDDHISTS 


His Royal Highness Prince Chula 
Charkrabongse of Thailand and 
Her Royal Highness were chief 
guests at the prize distribution of 
the Sangamitta Dhamma School in 
Kotahena, Colombo. The Prince 
presided and the Princess gave away 
the prizes. 

The Prince said that the world’s 
problems could be solved by follow- 
ing the Dhamma. People should 
try to remould their life in accordance 
with the Buddha’s teaching, which 
would help men and women to 
lead a virtuous life. 

Religious education was essential 
for a child’s progress, he said, and 
parents should pay special attention 
to this aspect of a child’s life. 


BUDDHIST STUDIES 
BY MONGOLIAN 


On a two-week visit to India last 
month for Buddhist studies and 
to explore aspects of ancient cultural 
and political relationships between 
Mongolia and India, was Professor 


Shadavyan Lubsanvandan of Ulan 
Bator University, Mongolia. 
Professor Lubsanvanda visited 
Buddhist centres of learning and 
held discussions with Buddhist 
scholars. He had also a discussion 
with monks of the Maha Bodhi 


Society, New Delhi. 

Mongolian translations of 5,000 
ancient Indian books on philosophy, 
astronomy, mechanics, ayurveda and 
yoga were available in Mongolia, 


he said. He added he could not 
trace more than 50 of the original 
works in India. 

‘““We are proud to have preserved 
ancient writings which are not 
available in the country of their 
origin, and are looking forward to 
collaboration in conducting research 
on them,”’ he said . 

He explained that the books and 
documents dating from 500 BC. to 
about 1,300 AC. entered Mongolia 
with the eastward blow of Buddhism 
and their translations by monks 
and scholars of the age were carved 
in wood. 

The translations are incorporated 
in two Mongolian encyclopaedias, 


the 118-volume ‘Kanjor and the 
220-volume Tanjor. Attempts are 
now being made to have new 
translations of great works like 


Kalidasa’s Meghaduta. 

“Weare keen to know about con- 
temporary studies of ancient Indian 
philosophy, linguistics,astronomy and 
medicine by Indian scholars, in an at- 
tempt to trace the Buddhist heritage 
in Mongolia,’”’ he said. 


BUDDHIST HOSPITAL 
WELFARE SERVICE 


For a few days at the end of last 
month, a band of medical and other 
students from the various schools 
in Colombo, went round the city 
singing devotional Buddhist songs 
in an attempt to collect funds. 

All the contributions are to be 
utilised for the hospital Welfare 
Service of the All-Ceylon Buddhist 
Congress. This programme was 
introduced last year. 

The Hospital Welfare Service is 
conducted by the Ven. Vipassi Thera 
of the Vajirarama temple, Colombo, 
assisted by bhikkhus of several 
temples and students. 

Daily the bhikkhus visit the Gene- 
ral Hospital, Colombo, between 3 
and 6 p.m. and inquire about the 
health of all patients, irrespective 
of creed or race. They attend not 
only to their spiritual needs but 
also to their material welfare. 


RELICS PUT IN GRANITE 
CETIYA 


Kalutara district in Ceylon will 
have the distinction of having the 
first polished granite dagoba or 
cetiya. 

The Kalutara Duwe temple, an 
ancient Vihara, has inaugurated this 
novel project costing Rs.500,000. 
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The enshrining of about one 
hundred Buddha and Arahant relics, 
including those reputed to be of 
the Arahants Sariputta and Mog- 
galana, recovered from a half com- 
pleted dagoba of the same vihara, 
which was dismantled in the early 
1930s, took place last month at the 
vihara. 


BUDDHISTS MUST BE 
KEEN 


“The time has now come for the 
Buddhists to take a keener interest 
in religious activities and to protect 
their rights’, sald Mr. Maitripala 
Senanayake, Ceylon’s Minister of 
Cultural Affairs, addressing the [5th 
annual general meeting of the Kandy 
Buddhist Association. 

He said it was a matter for regret 
that the Buddhist public was paying 
less attention to religious activities. 
That might be due to the religious 
freedom that the Buddhists enjoyed. 

However, he regretted that Bud- 
dhists paid more attention to carni- 
vals than religious activities. The 
Government, he added, had ap- 
pointed a Buddhist Commission in 
order to pretect the rights of the 
Buddhists. 

Mr. Senanayake also said that it 
was a matter for regret that there 
was a dearth in the Maha Sangha 
who played a most important role 


in shaping the character of Buddhist 
children. The time had come for 
them to lead exemplary lives in 
order to make the country better. 


SHELTER FOR SAMADHI 
STATUE 


Ceylon’s Prime Minister, Mrs 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, laid the 
foundation for the proposed shelter 
for the Samadhi Buddha statue in 
Anuradhapura. 

This work has been expedited as a 
result of Press reports on the subject 
particularly the comments of the 
British author, Mr. Leonard Woolf, 
and Mrs. Bandaranaike herself, that 
the statue is decaying as it is ex- 
posed to sun and rain. 

Many visitors to Ceylon including 
the Prime Minister of India Mr. 
Nehru, have also expressed concern 
over the condition of the statue ex- 
posed to the elements and the cracks 
that have appeared on its surface, 

The shelter will resemble a shrine 
room in the architecture of the 
Anuradhapura period. Its cost will 
exceed Rs. 100,000. 

Mrs. Bandaranaike said, that it was 
a pride for the country to have such 
a masterpiece of sculpture. It was a 
treasure that had to be preserved 
for posterity. She thanked Mr. Bud- 
dhdasa Atapattu for bearing the cost 
of the construction of the shelter for 
the image. 


U NU TO MEDITATE 
FOR 45 DAYS 


The Prime Minister of Burma, 
U Nu, announced at a Cabinet 
meeting that he had decided to go 
into meditation for 45 days from the 
beginning of this month. 

U Nu, who holds seven portfolios 
in addition to the premiership, 
requested his colleagues not to 
disturb his seclusion. 

U Nu will spend the meditation 
period in a Buddhist monastery 
on Mount Popa in central Burma. 


MAHIYANGANA PINNACLE 
EXPOSITION 


The president of the Mahiyangana 
Dagoba Restoration Society, Mr. 
Dudley Senanayake, offered flowers 
when he received in Colombo the 
chariot bearing the massive bronze 
and gold pinnacle weighing 35 cwt 
which will eventually crown the 
historic Mahiyangana cetiya in central 
Ceylon. 

The pinnacle was being taken 
round the Island. It was brought 
from Kandy to Colombo and was 
on view for a fortnight. 

Nearly Rs. 100,000, worth of sove- 
reing gold has been used to gilt the 
13-foot pinnable. 

The pinnacle is crowned with an 
180-inch crystal (Chudamanikya) 
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gifted by the Government of Burma. 

Alongside with the exhibition of 
this pInnacle was an exposition of 
300 Sacred Relics of the Buddha from 
the Mahiyangana Chetiya. 

All arrangements in connection 
with the exposition were made by 
the Colombo YMBA with the co- 
operation of the Colombo Municipal 
Council. 


BUDDHA SASANA 
REPORT 


According to Mr. Maitripala Sena- 
nayake, Ceylon’s Minister of Cul- 
tural Affairs, the report of the 
sub-committee appointed to go 
through the recommendations of 
the Buddha Sasana Commission and 
suggest which of them should be 
implemented early, is expected 
shortly. 

Mr. Senanayake said that after 
the sub-committee’s report was 
considered by him, he would summon 
the Sasana Commission again to 
consult them on how those recom- 
mendations should be implemented. 

Headded that steps were being tak- 
en by him and the Minister of Local 
Government to declare the Dalada 
Maligawa, in Kandy, or the Temple 
of the Sacred Relic of the Buddha, a 
sacred area. Government considered 
it necessary to separate it from se- 
cular influence and make it a sacred 
area, 


SACRED CITY OF 
ANURADHAPURA 


To expedite the work of the 
development of the new town of 
Anuradhapura, the ancient Buddhist 
city of Ceylon, and also for the 
preservation of the ancient city, 
the Government has decided to 
constitute a Statutory Board, which 
will be under the Prime Minister, 

This Board will be entrusted with 
the speedy execution of the work. 
It is the intention of the present 
Government to remove all lay 
activities and complete the preser- 
vation of the ancient city. 

All funds hitherto expended by 
the Government through the va- 
rious departments will be trans- 
fered to, and the work hitherto 
handled by them will now be under- 
taken by the Board. 

One of the main functions of the 
Board is the preservation and main- 
‘tenance of places of religious, his- 
torical and archaeological value in 
the sacred cities of Anuradhapura 
and Mihintale. The Board will also 
restore such ancient shrines as may 
be approved by the Government. 
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BUDDHA STATUE FOR 
HOSPITAL 


A Buddha statue was presented 
last month by the All-Ceylon Bud- 
dhist Women’s Association to the 
Cancer Hospital at Homagama, about 
12 miles east of Colombo. 

Presenting the statue, Mrs. H. H. 
Basnayake, president of the asso- 
ciation, said that it was their desire 
that the Buddha statue should be 
taken round the wards of the hos~= 
pital at least every Poya Day. It was 
for that purpose that the statue was 
mounted on a trolley, 

At present there is no shrine room 
in the hospital, and the association 
has decided to put up one. 


BOROBUDUR MODEL FOR 
PRIME MINISTER 


The Indonesian Ambassador in 
Ceylon, Mr. Asa Bafagih, called on 
the Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mrs. 


Sirimavo Bandaranaike, on May 2, 
and presented a wood carving of 
the famous Borobudur temple in 
Indonesia. 

The presentation was made on 
behalf of the Indonesian Minister 
of Religious Affairs, Rev. Wahib 
Wahab, to mark the celebration of 
Vesak. 

The Borobudur temple situated 
in central Java, is the largest and 
the only one of its kind in the world. 
Its 400 Buddha statues and 1,400 
sculptures in relief, represent a 
complete text book in stone of the 
Buddhist doctrine. 

The whole monument which was 
built in the eighth century, is divided 
into seven terraces. While the 
first four rectangular terraces depict 
an abundance of detailed sculpture — 
the different stages in an earthly 
life — the four plain circular terraces 
above with meditating dyayna Bud- 
dhas, depict the serene simplicity 
of cosmic bliss. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Sangha: Vol. 5, No. 3, March 1961. 
London, England. 
The China Buddhist Monthly : (Chinese), 


Taipei, Taiwan. 

The Maha Bodhi : Vol. 69, No. 2, February 
1961 and Nos. 3 and 4, March and 
April, 1961, Calcutta, India. 

Bodhedrum : (Chinese) Vol. 9, No. 3, 
February 1961. Taichung, Taiwan. 

Perbudi : (Indonesian). No. 9, October 
1960, and No. 10, December 1960. 
Bandung, Indonesia. 

The Origin of Caste-System and its Role 
in Bringing Foreign Rule in India : by 
S. S. Arakeri M.A., Libertarian 
Social Institute, Arya Bhavan, Sand- 
hurst Road, Bombay, India. 40 nP. 

Buddha Sataka : by Acharya Sri Rama- 
chandra_ Bharati. Translated by 
Amarasiri Weeraratne, Kadugannawa, 
Ceylon. 

The International Buddhist News Forum : 
Vol. 1, No.1, January 1961. The 
World Fellowship of Buddhists, Ran- 
goon Burma. 

The Light of Buddha: Vol. 6, No. 2, 
February 1961 and Vol. 6, No. 3, 
March 1961. Mandalay, Burma. 

Zen Notes: Vol. 8, No. 3, March 1961, 
New York, U.S.A. 

Der Kreis: No. 32, March-April 1961. 
Bremen, West Germany. 

Free World: Vol. 10, No. 
Philippines. 

France-Asie : Vol. 17, No. 165, January- 
February 1961. Tokyo, Japan. 

Zen Buddhism : by Christmas Humphreys. 
George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 40, 


1, Manila, 


Museum Street, London W.C. 1, 
England. 6sh. 
The Golden Lotus: Vol. 17, No. 10, 


December 1960. Philadelphia, U.S.A. 
La Republica Universale : Vol. 11, No. 2, 

November 1960. Andria (Bari), Italy. 
Right View : March 1961, Ajmer, India. 
The Encounter of Religions: A Dialouge 

between the West and the Orient 


by Jacques-Albert Cuttat. Desclee 
& Co. Inc, New York, U.S.A. 

The Iron Flute: 100 Zen Koan with 
commentary by Genro, Fugai and 
Nyogen. Translated and edited by 
Nyogen Senzaki and Ruth Strout 
McCandless. Charles E. Tuttle 
Company, Rutland, Vermont, U.S.A. 
and Tokyo, Japan. 3.35 dollars. 

Tri Budaja : (Indonesian) No. 85, Febru- 
ary 1961. Dyjakarta, Indonesia. 

The Hawaii Buddhism : No, 437, February 
1961 and No. 438, March 1961 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Dharmachakra: Vol. 13, No. 9, April 
1961, Bombay, India. 

World Campus : Vol. 4, No. 5, February 
1961 and Vol. 4, No. 5, March 1961. 
New York, U.S.A. 

Daily News Vesak Annual: 2505-1961, 
Associated Newspapers of Ceylon 
Ltd., Colombo, Ceylon Rs. 4. 

The Buddbist Vesak Number : 2505-1961 
Y.M.B.A., Colombo, Ceylon, Rs. 3. 

Bosat Vesak Number : 2505-1961. Training 


School Road, Colombo, Ceylon 
Rs wl .50: 
Metta: Vol. 2, No. 6, May 1961. Ken- 


sington, Australia. 

The Light of Asia: by Edwin Arnold 
(Chapters VI-VII). The Wheel Publi- 
cation No. 29. Buddhist Publication 
Society, Kandy, Ceylon. 

Women in Early Buddhist Literature: by 
I. B. Horner. The Wheel Publication 
No. 30. Buddhist Publication So- 
ciety, Kandy, Ceylon. 

One’s Own Good —and Another’s: By 
David Maurice. Bodhi Leaves No. 7. 
Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy, 
Ceylon. 

The Greatest Buddhist Festiva) (Vesak) : 
by D. T. Devendra, Bodhi Leaves 
No.8, Buddhist Publication Society, 
Kandy, Ceylon. 


Quarterly Newsletter : Vol 9:8 No. 2 
April 1961. The Buddhist Union, 
Singapore. 


The Maha Bodhi Vesak Number : and Vol. 
69, No. 5, May 1961. Calcutta, India. 
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RABINDRANATH TAGORE 
AND BUDDHIST CULTURE 


By Sudhansu Bimal Barua 
(India) 


RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

whose birth anniversary is 
being celebrated this month, went 
through all the vital stages of Indian 
Culture. Beginning from the Vedic 
age he went through the Buddhist 
period, the age of the great epics 
Ramayana. and Mahabharata and 
the era of the mystic saints of the 
Middle Ages. 

Even the most distinctive thoughts 
of resurgent India stirred him and 
found expression in his writings. In 
a word, he is the symbol of the true 
spirit of Indian thought throughout 
the ages. The inner voice and vision 
of ancient India manifested and found 
exalted expression in Gautama the 
Buddha and his exponent King 
Asoka the Great. So the poet was 
very much impressed by the glory 
of the Buddha and Buddhist India. 
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At certain times the Buddha was 
almost eclipsed in the land of his birth 
due to Brahminical and other social as 
well as political opposition. Buddhism 
had to face many difficulties in India 
due to the ascendency of Hindu 
religious leaders like Shankara and 
Kumaril Bhatta on one side and the 
Muslim invasion on the other. In 
one of the chapters of the Ramayana, 
it is stated: 


“Yathahi choura sa tathani Buddha 
Sthathagatam nastikamatra biddhi.”’ 
—Ayodhyakanda-Valmiki Ramayana 


Buddha is like a thief. 
Tathagata (Buddha) to 
atheist. 

The sc-called “‘moderate Vaish- 
navas’” of the Middle Ages went 
some steps further. The famous 


Know 
be an 


“3a wea 


Vaishnava epic Chaitanya Bhagavat 
of Vrindavan Das bears evidence of it: 


‘‘Tave Nityananda gela Bauddher 
bhavan, 
dekhilen prabhu basi ache 
Bauddhagan, 
jigjnashen prabhu keho uttar 
na Kare, 
Kruddha hai prabhu lathi marilen 
shire.” 
—Part | — Chaitanya Bhagavat. 


Then Lord Nityananda (disciple 
of Chaitanya) went to the house of 
the Buddhists. He asked them but 
they did not reply (out of fear). 
Being enraged the Lord (Nitya- 
nanda) kicked on their head. 

But this tendency against Bud- 
dhism could not last long. Towards 
the end of the nineteenth century, 
with the reawakening of our national 
life, the greatness of the Buddha 
and Buddhist culture that hitherto 
guided the destiny of India in the 
right direction, emerged, as it were, 
from the ashes like the Phoenix. 
Buddhism in retrospect blossomed 
forth in Girish Chandra Ghose’s 
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Buddhadey Charita (1,292 Bengali 
era), Nabinchandra Sen’s Amitava 
Kabya (1,302 B.E.), Satyendranath 
Datta’s Buddha Baran and Buddha 
Purnima and Satyendranath Tagore’s 
Bauddha Dharma (1,308 B.E.) etc. 
It was his family that influenced the 
religious trend of Tagore’s mind 
towards Buddhism and this is dis- 
cernible in the work Bauddha Dhar- 
ma of Satyendranath Tagore. elder 
brother of the poet. 


DEVOTION TO CULTURE 


Examples of Tagore’s devotion to 
Buddhist culture is found through 
his various works. In his critical 
appreciation of the Dhammapada he 
says: “‘As the Preceptor of the 
Geeta has endowed in it Indian 
thought with a precise religious 
shape, so in the Dhammapada a 
picture of the mental makd-up of 
India has been delineated”’. 

He further says in this connection: 
“Materials of different shades of 
Indian thought and culture are con- 
fined in Buddhist literature and due 
to the lack of intimacy with them 
the entire history of India remains 
unfulfifilled. Being convinced of it, 
cannot a few youths of our country 
dedicate themselves for the restor- 
ation of the Buddhist heritage and 
make it a mission in life 2?” 

At that time Tagore introduced 
Buddhism as a special course of 
study for the students of Santini- 
ketan. To widen the knowledge 
of Buddhism he deputed Prof. Nitai 
Benode Goswami to Ceylon, the 
bastion of Buddhism. The centre 
of Buddhistic studies augmented by 
Tagore at Santiniketan is today one 
of the greatest symposiums of Bud- 
dhist culture. 

Apart from Indians, there are 
today a good many scholars from 
Ceylon, Cambodia. Thailand, Japan, 
China etc. deeply interested in 
Buddhism, To quote Thomson, “‘he 
(Rabindranath Tagore) is almost more 
Buddhist than he is in sympathy with 
many forms of Hinduism that are 
most popular in his native Bengal’”’. 

On the occasion of the consecra- 
tion of the Mulagandha Kuti Vihara 
at Sarnath, where the Buddha 
preached his First Sermon, Tagore’s 

\ poem on the Buddha reads: 


“Bring to this country once again 
the blessed name 

Which made the land of thy birth 
sacred to all distant lands! 

Let thy great awakening under the 
Bodhitree be fulfilled. 
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Sweeping away the veil of unreason 
and let, at the end of an 
oblivious night. 
freshly blosom out in India 
thy remembrance !”’ 
—Parisesh: Poem 37 


Never did words reveal themselves 
better as are expressed in these lines. 
The message of love of the Lord 
Buddha in a world which ‘“‘is wild 
with the delirium of hatred” cannot 
but be quoted: 


“All creatures are crying for a 
new birth of thine. 
Oh thou of boundless life. 
save them, rouse thine eternal 
voice of hope, 
let love’s lotus with its inexhaustible 
treasure of honey 
open its petals in thy light. 
O Serene, O Free, 
in thine immeasurable mercy and 
goodness 
wipe away all datk stains from the 
heart of this earth.” 
—Natir Puja — Poem 84. 
On 18th May, 1935, the Buddha 
Purnima Day, in his presidential 
homage to the Blessed One, Tagore 
says: “‘On this full-moon day of 
Vaisaka | have come to join in the 
birthday celebrations of the Lord 
Buddha, and to bow my head in re- 
verence to him whom | regard in my 
inmost being as the greatest man ever 
bornon this earth. This is no formal 
demonstration of adoration on my 
part, befitting the occasion. | offer 
him here, today, the homage | have 
offered him again and again in the 
deep privacy of my soul.” 


HIGH RESPECT 


Tagore fostered a very high respect 
for Buddha Gaya, Sarnath, and 
other Buddhist holy places. He 
expressed it with deep emotion: 
“lam a disciple of the Buddha. But 
when. | present myself before those 
holy places where the relics and 
foot-prints of the Buddha are found 
| come in touch with him to a great 
extent”. (Samalochana—|888). 

With reference to Tagore’s visit 
to Buddha Gaya, Mr. Krishna Kripa- 
lani writes: ‘Only once in his life, 
said Rabindranath, did he feel like 
prostrating himself before an image, 
and that was when he saw the 
Buddha at Gaya’. (Visva Bharathi 
Quarterly, 1943-April). Through the 
mighty pen of Tagore, his homage 
to the Buddha — the living image 
of Indian culture, in Java, Bali, Siam, 


Burma, Japan, China, and other 
places abroad — has been perennial, 
undimmed by the lapse of time. On 
the occasion of his visit to the fa- 
mous Boro-Budur temple in Java 
he observes: 


‘‘Man today has no peace, 

his heart arid with pride. 

He clamours for an ever-increasing 
speed in a fury of chase. 

for objects that ceaselessly run, 
but never reach a meaning. 

And now is the time when he must 

Come groping at last to the sacred 

silence, 

which stands still in the midst of 
surging centuries of noise, 
till he feels assured 

that in an immeasurable love 
dwells the final meaning of 
freedom, 

whose prayer is: Let Buddha be 
my refuge”’.—Parisesh 


PILGRIM IN SIAM 


When the poet went to Siam as a 
“pilgrim” he expressed his great 
satisfaction on observing Buddhist 
culture and civilization. Finding 
a real manifestation of Indian culture 
in Siam he exclaims: “‘If one likes 
to know the real wealth of India 
one should go overseas—the field of 
our gift. The picture of India as we see 
here is rough atmosphere, a more 
distinct and glazing form of eternal 
India may we find from outside.” 
(Greater India) 

Lord Buddha liberated mankind 
from the different forms of ritualism 
and superstitions and destroyed racial 
barriers between man and man. Here 
his reasoning, message of compas- 
sion and ideal of non-vioience won 
over all. He made vehement objec- 
tion to outward conventionalism: 


“King te jatahi dummedha, king 
te ajinasatia. 
abbhantarang te gahnam bahiram 
parimajjasi.’’ — Brahmmano- 
Baggo-Dhammapad 


“Ye knave, what good you get 
from your wear of wig and deer- 
skin! The interior of you is full 
of dirt. You have cleansed only 
the exterior.” 

On the other hand Lord Buddha 
proclaimed the gospel of an immeasu- 
rable love for all beings. 


““Sabbe satta bhavantu sukhitatta”’ 


How broad is this address of good- 
will! How deep is this love! 
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“Mata jatha nijam puttam 

ayusa ekaputtamanurakkhe 
abampi sabbabhutesu 

manasam bhabaye aparimanam.” 


“He shall have measureless love 
for all creatures, even as a mother 
has for her only child, whom she 
protects with her own life’. 


DELIRIUM OF HATRED 


This non-viclence and compassion 
have had inimitable expressions in 
the works of Tagore. So the poet 
prays for a new birth of the Blessed 
One in this world which is now 
‘wild with the delirium of hatred”’. 
Even the animal sacrifice that mort- 
ally pained the poet is vividly re- 


flected in his works, specially in 
Rajarshi (a novel) and Visarjan (a 
play), Animal-slaughter is strictly 
prohibited within the precincts of 
Santiniketan. 

Sacrifice is co-related with non- 
violence and compassion. Tagore’s 
oft quoted line tena tyaktena bhun- 
jitha — (enjoy him through sacrifice) 
from the Upanishad is the key=note 
of his life. So the poet sings in 
obesaience: 


“Thou giver of immortal gifts 

Give us the power of renunciation 

and claim from us our pride’. 
— O Serene, O Free 


The historical background of his, 
work entitled Katha (a collection of 
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verses based on mostly Buddhist 
stories) represents a replica of 
renunciation. In Sreshtha-Bhiksha, 
Mastakbikray, Nagarlaksmi, Mulya- 
prapti, Pujarini, etc. the glory of 
renunciation as depicted in the 
verses inspired by the ideal of Lord 
Buddha has no parallel in the history 
of the world. Here we see that a 
poor girl can dedicate her only 
piece of cloth to the Buddha and a 
mighty king wearing the clothes of a 
beggar becomes a recluse. Inspired 
by this ideal of renunciation the 
dancing girl Sreemati cah defy the 
royal sceptre of King Ajatas hatru and 
sacrifice her life for worship at the 
feet of Lord Buddha. Tagore gleaned 
all these historical events of Bud- 
dhist India. 


UNIVERSAL LOVE 


Universal Love in Buddhism has 
taken deep root in India. So we find 
that abandoning the royal pleasures 
the Prince and the Princess of a 
mighty monarch went to Ceylon 
for the propagation of Buddhism and 
the old and the invalid Atisa Dipan- 
kara crossed the insurmountable 
Himalayas and lighted the lamp 
of Buddhism in Tibet. 

Tagore who travelled all over the 
world many times with the message 
of universal good, had in him the 
main object of Universal Love. This is 
exactly what the Lord Buddha pro- 
pagated 2,500 years ago and handed 
over to posterity. So the poet 
naturally discovered an affinity of 
mission and declares with all the 
emphasis he commands: 

‘‘ Buddhism was the first spiritual 
force, known to us in history, which 
drew close together sucha large num- 
berof races separated by most diffi- 
cult barriers of distance, by differen- 
ces of language and custom, by vari- 
ous degrees and divergent types of 
civilization. It had its motive power, 
neither in international commerce, 
nor in empire-building, nor in 
scientific curiosity, nor in a migratory 
impulse to occupy fresh territory. 
It was a purely disinterested effort to 
help mankind forward to its final 
goal’’.—Buddha and Buddhism - | 

The laws of harmony of all human 
beings is at the root of this universal 
brotherhood. Lord Buddha tied the 
whole world by the bond of unity and 
it touched the inner depth of the 
poet’s heart. In Siam the poet 
discerned the power of a single- 
pointed devotion to one Dhamma, 
one Sangha and one _ immortal 
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Teacher. ‘‘India had accepted all 
men as kins. India ignored none 
and, therefore, remained unacknow- 
ledged by none. The barriers of race 
and country were swept away by the 
flood of truth, and India’s message 
reached men of all races in every 
land.’’ —Buddhadeva P-6. 

The theme of the build-up of an 
indivisible unity lies at the root 
of Tagore’s devotion to literature 
and culture. The most unique 
effloresence of this prowess of cohe- 
sion is to be seen from the con- 
structive activities of the Buddhist 
Sangha: 

“When the thunder-voiced Prayer 

of the Three Refuges 

rang from sky to sky across deserts 

and hills and distant shores 

the awakened countries poured their 

rejoicings 

in great deeds, and noble temples, 

in the rapture of self-dedication, 

in mighty words. 

in the breaking of the bond of self.” 

— To Siam 


CONCENTRATION 


The Buddhist power cf concen- 
tration has no parallel in the annals 
of the world. In this conquest there 
was no bloodshed as in the battles 
of Ohod and Badar and no inhuman 
torture of the crusades. Buddhism 
has a bloodless record in the history 
of the world. In this expedition for 
the propagation of Buddhism, Asoka 
the Great, Gunavarnam, Kasyap- 
matanga, and Kumarajiva, Dipan- 
kara, Mahendra and Sanghamitta, 
and the Chinese monks Fa-hsien, 
Yuan Chwang and |-Tsing were at 
the head. Great empires of Caesar, 
Napoleon, Hannibal and the Nazi 
Dictator Hitler sank into oblivion 
but the Empire of Love of the Buddha 
and his followers shines for ever. 

Some think that Buddhism is 
merely a religion for one who has 
relinquished all. But Tagore knew 
that this religion is not an object of 
illusion and delusion. This religion 
is not meant for the weak; it is based 
upon strength. 

Tagore observes: ‘‘The spread of 
industry, science, commerce and 
imperial power was never so promi- 
nent in this country as it was during 
’ the rise and under the influence of 
Buddhism.”’ (Jatrar Purbapatra Pather 
Sanchay). Therefore, it is quite 
natural that Tagore should have 
great reverence for the Buddha who 
is the source of inspiration of this 
great power. 
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The curse of the caste-system, 
colour bar and untouchability in the 
social life of the country pained him 
deeply. Sacrilege under the veil of 
religion, malpractices in the name 
of scripture and profligacy under 
the garb of convention retard 
progress in every sphere of social 
life. “The cruel stupidity of wicked 
racial discriminations and caste and 
colour bars, parading as religion, 
has stained the earth with blood; 
mutual hatred, more deadly than 
mutual violence, outrages humanity 
at every step’’.—Buddhadev—P 7. 

The poet also accuses the Indian 
Brahmins who erected artificial walls 
of difference between man and 
man. In India, Buddhism has liberated 
men from the slavery of Brahminical 
religion. Lord Buddha proclaims: 


“One does not become a Brahmin 
by birth. 
One does not become an outcaste 
by birth. 
One becomes a Brahmin by act. 
One becomes an outcaste by act’’. 
—Suttanipata: 641 


So the Poet paid homage to the 
Blessed One who placed supremacy 
of action above the so-called aristo- 
cracy of birth. 

Tagore glorified the eternal virtues 
of Buddhism through Malini, Chans- 
dalika, and Natir Puja — three drama- 
based on Buddhist stories. In 
Malini universal Buddhist toleration 
is established against narrow secta- 
rianism of the Brahminical religion. 
In Chandalika the revolutionary 
spirit of Tagore is manifest through 
the character of Prakriti—a Chandala 
girl (low-born and untouchable). 


MANY CHANDALAS 


She burst out: ‘“‘Many Chandalas 
abound in the country in the houses 
of Brahmins; cannot be a Chandala.” 
In Natir Puja when Princess Ratna- 
valli ironically expressed her dis- 
regard for Bhikshu Upali, born a 
barbear, Sunandaasa son of a milkman 
and Sunita as untouchable, the nun 
Utpalbarna replied; ‘Oh Princess! 
They are all equal in caste; you have 
no knowledge of the yardstick of 
their aristocracy’. Here the inner 
self of Tagore reveals itself. 

In reply to the witty expressions 
of Ratnavali, Queen Lokeswari 
tauntingly said: “Oh! the follower 
of this dancing girl! You will cause 
that to happen and that religion is 
apprehended in which the fallen will 


come with Gospel of Emancipation. 
By the touch of the Great Emanci- 
pator a good number of fallen women 
attained salvation and paved the way 
and shed the lustre of emancipation 
to many others. 

Buddhism has restored human rights 
to the deprived, to those who were 
trampled under feet by the so- 
called high-ups of society. This 
humanism is what deeply impressed 
Tagore who is himself a great. 
exponent of humanity. 


DARK STAINS 


Today the world is very much 
aggrieved with violence. Humanity 
is narrow-minded. So the poet 
implores the Buddha to “wipe away 
all dark stains’ from the heart of 
this earth: 


““Man’s heartis anguished with the 
fever of unrest. 
with the poison of self-seeking, 
with a thirst that knows no end. 
Countries far and wide flaunt on their 
foreheads the blood-red mark of 
hatred. 
Touch them with thy right hand, 
make them One in spirit, 
bring harmony into their lives. 
bring rhythm of beauty” 
— Natir-Puja 


A deep and expansive analytical 
exposition of the glory of the Bud- 
dha Dhamma and Buddhist culture 
by Tagore is an invaluable treasure 
in Bengali literature and, as a matter 
of fact, in any literature of the world 
Tagore has once again deeply in- 
grained within us the impact of the 
Buddha Dhamma and Buddhist Cul- 
ture which pervaded the 
length and breadth of India as the 
sun pervades the earth and every 
grain upon it. 
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VESAK CELEBRATIONS 


_ Compassion and Goodwill 
without Limitation 


V ESAK, commemorating the birth 

enlightenment and Parinirvana 
of the Buddha, was celebrated 
throughout Ceylon on April 29 and 
30. The Dhamma was preached at 
all Buddhist institutions and Temples 
and pinkamas were held. 


The Buddhist flag was hoisted on almost 
all Government buildings, business houses 
and homes of Buddhists. These were also 
decorated and illuminated at night. 

Large crowds of sightseers thronged the 
streets to see the illuminations and gorgeous 
pandals erected all over the city. The 
pandals carried pictures illustrating some 
Jataka story or other. 

Thousands clad in white who had 
observed Ata Sil (Eight Precepts) thronged 
temples all over the Island. Many of them 
spent the whole day in the temples them- 
selves in religious observations and medi- 
tation. 

In Kandy, the Dalada Maligawa, or the 
Temple of the Tooth, was a sea of heads 
and about 2,000 observed Ata Sil in 
the Maligawa premises alone. 

Anuradhapura, the ancient city sacred 
to Buddhists, was also crowded by devo- 
tees. So were the other places of religious 
significance throughout Ceylon. 

One of the pandals erected was a gigantic 
man-made Sri Pada — the sacred moun- 
tain on which the Buddha’s footprint is 
venerated and worshipped. This pandal 
was 75 feet high and had a zig-zag stair- 
case 800 feet long, with over 1,000 steps. 
It took at least half an hour to climb it. 

This was perhaps the first time in 
Ceylon that a pandal of this nature was 
constructed. The structure was so solid 
that a large number of pilgrims climbed 
it. On either side of the staircase pictures 
of the various stages in the life of the 
Buddha were drawn. 


MINISTER’S MESSAGE 


“When we carefully consider the lives 
led by us we will see that we incur un- 
necessary expenses. There is no indication 
that we are leading simple lives. But the 
Buddha has extolled the leading of simple 
lives. Accordingly, let us try to cut down 
all unwanted expenditure and work for the 
benefit of the religion, race and country 
by discarding all forms of external show.”’ 

This was stated by the Minister of 
Cultural Affairs, Mr. Maithripala Sena- 
nayake, in a special Vesak message. 

Co-operation and peaceful co-existence, 
the message stated, were important tenets 
of the Buddhist doctrine. Ata time when 
the country was going through.a period of 
stress, efforts should .be made to practise 
Hits qualities and make them accepted 
by a 

* uRcaides, Buddhism teaches that before 
taking any’action on any matter it is our 
duty to carefully,consider ‘such action.’ 

The message added that other Buddhist 
countries gave .a special recognition to 
Ceylon as Buddhism was preserved here 
in its pristine purity. “It is our duty there- 
fore, to ensure that our way of life, our 


daily customs and practices reflect our. 
faith in the teachings of the Buddha,’’ he 
said. 


PEACE AND GOODWILL 


Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, former president 
of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, 
ina Vesak message said: 

Let us on this Vesak Day remember 
to practise compassion and goodwill with- 
out any limitation or reserve and find 
peace and goodwill in our hearts. Let us 
resolve to create conditions so that others, 
too, who share our life would find peace 
and goodwill themselves. 

Vesak is above all a season of rejoicing. 
Nature itself during this season puts forth 
its bounty of fruit and flower. It is the 
time of the spring festival. It is the time 
selected by the Buddha for his birth, his 
enlightenment and his final passing away. 

Throughout the ages the spirit of joy has 
characterised all celebrations connected 
with Vesak. Nosingleliving thingis sacri- 
ficed either for food or for appeasement 
of a supreme being. 

Both man -and beast enjoy complete 
fre-dom from work. Food and drink is 
distributed generously to all those who 
ask for them and no conditions are laid 
down. 

In this spirit of joy there can be no 
ill will or animosity against anyone. 

The Buddha’s teaching is that we must 
practise compassion and goodwill without 
any limitation or reserve, above, below, 
across in every quarter, to all that lives 
and breathes. 

Let us on this Vesak Day remember this 
injunction and try our best to live up to 
it. Let us find peace and goodwill in our 
own hearts. 

Let us resolve to create conditions so 
that others, too, who share our life would 
find peace and goodwill themselves. 

If disharmony and resentment have 
found lodging in our own fair land let us 
determine to find the causes for these for 
according to the Buddha’s teaching nothing 
can happen without cause, 

Having discovered the causes, let us 
take steps to remove them for there can 

2 no happiness without peace, and 
there can be no peace in the mids: of 
disharmony. 

Let this then be the thought uppermost’ 
in our minds as we gather today in our 
hundreds and thousands at temples and 
dagobas, carrying with us offerings of: 
flowers and incense to honour the memory 
of the Teacher who twent-five centuries’ 
ago taught man the way to happiness 
from suffering, to peace and joy from 
conflict and awit. 


- INDIA 


President Rajendra Prasad of. India 
said in New Delhi on April 30 that the 
Buddiha’s Teachings about social justice 
had a great bearing on modern. India,. 
where the necessity of social reform was 
keenly felt. 

The President was speaking ata public 
meeting organized ‘by ‘the’ Maha Bodhi 
Society and two other Buddhist associations 
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at the Buddha Vihara. The functron was 
part of the celebrations in commemoration 
ofthe 505th anniverary of the Buddha’s 
Parinirvana. 

Dr. Prasad said the Buddha revolted 
against the society in which he was born 
and which, he believed, was based on 
injustice, His teachings about social justice 
might have been revolutionary during his 
times, but their need was greatly felt in 
present-day India. 

During the Buddha’s lifetime, and for 
sometime afterwards, reforms were carried 
out according to his tenets. But, unfortu- 
nately, the process then ended, the Presi- 
-dent said. 

Dr. Prasad said some of the tenets of 
social justice preached by the Buddha 
were to be found in pre-Buddha scriptures. 
But the Buddha threaded them together, 
lived up to them himself, and showed the 
way for their application to everyday life. 

Dr. Prasad laid emphasis on the Bud- 
dha’s insistence on self-reliance. He said 
the Master believed that every man could 
find his way to salvation, if he was self- 
reliant. 


DEBT TO INDIA 


Sir Richard Aluwihare, High Commis- 
sioner for Ceylon, said his country owed 
India a debt—that of Buddhism—which 
could not be repaid. In spite of his place 
of birth being India, the Buddha belonged 
to the world, to Ceylon as much as to 
any other land, he said., 

Mr. Thong Hem, Counsellor in the 
Royal Embassy of Cambodia, explained 
the significance of the full moon day of 


Vaisakha, when the Buddha _ attained 
enlightenment as well as ‘“‘mahaparinir- 
vana.”’ 

For 


CEYLON 


Speaking earlier, Mr. J. K. Birla urged 
the Government to refom the system of 
education, incorporating in it religious 
teachings in the spirit of Buddhist tenets. 


In the strife-torn modern age, the world 
looked to India as an intensely religious 
country, he said. Jt was, therefore, neces- 
sary that there was a conscious effort to 
make the system of education in the 
country religion-based, he added. 


The Ves k celebrations were held at 
several places in the Capital. Early in the 
morning, prayers were offered at the 
Buddha Vihara. Dana was given to 
Buddhist monks and the poor were fed. 


Speaking at a public meeting, Mr. P. N. 
Rajbhoj, M.P., and president of the 
Indian Buddhist Society, said it was un- 
fortunate that the Buddha’s ideals of 
““Manava Dharma’? were not being 
practised by Indians. These ideals had 
great value in the Indian society, which 
was made up of heterogenous and, often, 
conflicting elements, he said. 


A musical soiree was presented by the 
Hindi Sangeet Institution on the occasion. 
in meditation. 


Meetings and religious c:remonies at 
various Buddhist temples in Bombay on 
April 30 marked Vesak Day. 


The Governor of Maharashtra, Mr. Sri 
Prakasa, the Mayor, Mr. V. B. Worlikar, 
Mr.T. Yoshioka, Japanese Consul-General 
in Bombay and Mr. A. M. Jayasinha, 
Ceylon Trade Commissioner, in Bombay, 
were among those who participated in the 
celebrations. 

Presiding over a public meetinng orgaised 
by the Buddhist Society of India at Naree 
Park in Bombay the Governor, Mr. Sri 


Prakasa, said that never before in the 
history of India was the need for imbibing 
and practising the teachings of the Buddha 
greater than at present. 

He said the cardinal teachings of Lord 
Buddha stressed the importance of love 
and harmony. These were the two qualities 
which were most essential in the world 
today when humanity was faced with 
conflicts of a disastrous nature. 


BOMBAY 


The Bombay branch of the Maha Bodhi 
Society of India celebrated vesak at Bahu- 
jana Vihara at Parel. A service at the shrine 
by Chinese Buddhists, recitations by Japa- 
nese Buddhists Buddha puja by Buddhists 
of India, Pakistan, Burma, Jap n and Cey- 
lon and at dana to Bhikkhus took place. 


A replica of the Anuradhapura samadhi 
Buddha statue offered by Buddhists of Ba- 
dup 12 miles away from Bombay city, was 
taken in procession. 

There were over 200 Buddhists waiting 
from morning to see the Statue brought 
from Ceylon and to worship it. 


There was a public meeting at the Bahu- 
jana Vihara premises in Parel which was 
presided over by the Mayor of Bombay. 

Mr. P.T. Borale the first Buddhist 
Mayor of Bombay who held office in 1959- 
1960 spoke in Marathi and thanked the 
advisory committee of the Bahujana Vihara 
for making it possible for the Buddhists of 
Bombay to worship the Buddha. 

The United Lodge of the theosophists of 
Bombay organised a public lecture on the 
Buddha‘s teachings and later gave a dinner 
at the roof garden of the Theosophists 
Lodge. 


Quality Handicrafts 
and 


other Cottage Industrial Products 


visit 


INDUSTRIES SHOPS 


* Secretariat Premises (Galle Face) Lotus Road, Colombo 1, Telephone 3512 


* No. 62, Chatham Street, Fort, Telephone 3394. 
* No. 8, Housing Scheme, Bambalapitiya. 


* Transit Lounge, Air Port, Ratmalana. 
* Queen’s Hotel, Ward Street, Kandy. 
* No. 182, New Central Market, Kandy. 


Orders undertaken 


Nail 


Inquiries from: The Department of Rural Development and Cottage Industries, 


Torrington Square, 


Colombo 7. Telephone 91621. 


* Government Tourist Bureau Premises, Queen Elizabeth Quay, Port of Colombo. 
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The Buddha Jayanti celebrations com- 
menced at Buddha Gaya on April 30 
with the taking out of a procession by a 
thousand distinguished Buddhists, includ- 
ing monks and bhikkhus from Thailand, 
Tib:t, Ceylon, Burma and India with the 
chanting of Buddhist Scriptures. 

The yellow and saffron-robed monks 
and bhikshus wended their way through 
the streets of Buddha Gaya followed by a 
dozen devotees carrying “‘mangal ghats’ 
(auspicious water bowls) and entered the 
precincts of the Mahabodhi Temple. 

The whole area reverberated with their 
entry with the chanting of the “Namo 
Tassa Bhagawato Arahato Samma Sam- 
buddhassa’”’ (honour to the Blessed One 
and the Fully Enlightened One) as the 
morning sun spread its effulgent rays on 
the 170-foot high temple flanking the 
sacred Bodhi Tree under which Lord 
Buddha attained enlightenment 2,500 years 


ago. 

“The bhikkhus sat under the Bodhi Tree 
and offered milk, rice and fruits and burnt 
candles near the Vajrasana, the famed 
throne on which Lord Buddha/used to sit 
in meditation. 

The processionists made “‘parikramas’’ 
(went round) thrice and then cat under 
the Bodhi Tree and offered milk, rice and 
fruits and burnt candles near the ‘‘Vajra- 
sana’, the unshakable, immutable and 
unchageable throne on which Lord Buddha 
used to sit in meditation. 

The ‘‘Vajrasana’’ was covered with an 
embroidered piece of silk where Sutras were 
chanted by Buddhist monks. The Sutras 
were followed by the administ ation of the 
Five Precepts by bhikkhus in_ their 
different languages. The congregation 
then chanted in chorus ‘‘Buddham Sara- 
nam Gachchami, Dhammam Saranam 
Gachchami, Shangham Saranam Gach- 
chami’’ thrice. 


The morning function concluded 
with religious discourses at the 
Maha Bodhi Hall in which Buddhist 


scholars from Thailand, Burma, Tibet 
and Ceylon participated. The speakers 
stressed the need for practical application 
of the teachings of Lord Buddha for 
solving the problems facing the world. 

The function concluded in the forenoon. 
A cultural show on the life of Lord Buddha 
was also held in the night. 

Several thousands of visitors and local 
people watched the morning function at 
the Maha Bodhi Temple. 


AT AGARTALA 


The 2505th Buddha Jayanti was solemnly 
celebrated at Venuvana Vihar, Agartala, 
Tripura, India, on April 30, as in previous 
years. 

All classes of people of all ages partici- 
pated in the celebration which began with 
Buddha Puja early in the morning. The 
school children of Agartala took out a 
procession in the morning. 

A Dharma Sabha was held at 6 p.m. 
in the Vihar premises under the president- 
ship of Shri Sitikanta Sen, headmaster of 
Umakanta Academy, Agartala. Shri 
Tripura Shankar Sen Shastri, Professor 
of Philosophy, Muraridhar Girls’ College, 
Calcutta, was the chief guest. 

The president gave a talk on sorrow, 
the origin of sorrow and the cessation of 
sorrow. 


ENLIGHTENMENT WEEK 
The Maha Bodhi Society of Bangalore, 
India, observed an Enlightenment Week 
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from April 24 to 30, in commemoration 
of the 2505th Buddha Jayanti. 

During this Enlightenment Week an 
extensive programme was organized con- 
sisting of congregational meditation ses- 
sions, special Buddha pujas, discourses 
and discussion meetings. 

On the Full Moon Day, a special 
programme of  Akhand Meditation 
(continuous meditation in relays) went on 
from 4 a.m. to 9 p.m. The morning pro- 
gramme, of puja, sutra-recital and dis- 
course, was on a large scale and more 
devotees attended than could be accom- 
modated in the specious shrine. 

A good number of devotees observed 
Ata Sil and spent the day in intensive 
spiritual cultivation. Among _ those 
who attended were the Chief Minister, 
Sri B. D. Jetti, and the Revenue Minister, 
Sri K. Manjappa, besides a number of 
distinguished citizens of Bangalore. 

In the evening there was a very well 
attended public meeting at which the Ven. 
Buddharakkhita Thera _ presided. Sri 
B. V. Narayana Reddy, and Dr. Nara- 
simhaiah spoke on different aspects of the 
Life and Teachings of the Buddha. 


HIMALAYA SOCIETY 


The 2505th Buddha Jayanti was cele- 
brated by the Himalayan Buddhist Society 
on April 30. The function commenced 
wih Triratna Vandana and Buddha Puja 
in the morning. 

In the afternoon, a public meeting was 
held under the presidentship of Shri D. 
Barua. Shri P. T. Lama, general secretary 
of the Himalayan Buddhist Society de- 
scribed the aims and objects of the Society. 
He appealed for help to the society to 
construct a Shrine Room and a Rest 
House for the comfort of the bhikkhus 
and visitors visiting Darjeeling. 

This was the society’s first celebration of 
the Buddha Jayanti since its foundation 
with Ven. Bhikkhu Aryadeva as its presi- 
dent, on June 1 last year. 


AT BALRAMPUR 


The thrice sacred festival of Vesak was 
celebrated under the auspices of the 
Burmese Buddhist Mission on April 28 
and 29 at Balrampur and the ancient city 
Sravasti, India. 

The programme included a procession 
taken out from the Burmese Buddhist 
Missions at Balrampur to Sravasti, eleven 
miles distant, with decorated special 
motor buses. 

Buddha Puja, dana to bhikkhus and 
offering of milk to the Ananda Bodhi 
Tree at Jetawana Vihara, and a public 
meeting were the highlights of the cele- 
brations. The Burmese Buddhist Monas- 
tery buildings were illuminated. 


GREAT BBITAIN 


This year Vesak was celebrated at the 
London Buddhist Vihara on April 29, and 
30. The vihare was gaily decorated with 
traditional Vesak lamps and electric jets, 
and was packed with devotees and friends 
of Buddhism from several nationalities, 
the largest number being English. ‘ 

Celebrations began with hoisting of th 
Buddhist flag by Mr. B. L. Broughton, 
former president of the British Maha 
Bodhi Society, to the accompaniment 
of magul bera. 

One of the highlights of the first days’ 
activities was a public meeting presided 


over by the Ven. H. Saddhatissa Thera, 
incumbent of the London  Vihara. 
Burma, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam Nepal and 
Ceylon were represented officially by the 
ambassadors who unfurled the respective 
national flags and delivered Buddhist 
messages. 

Miss I, B. Horner, president of the Pali 
Text Society, addressed the meeting and 
said that Buddhism with its great ideals 
of loving kindness and compassion to all 
living beings including justice and mercy 
even to animals, was a great philosophy 
through which mankind could find a good 
solution to a troubled world. 

The Ven. Saddhatissa delivered a sermon 
on “Clarifications of Misconceptions” 
wherein he elucidated some current mis- 
conceptions of Buddhism through an 
analysis of Buddhist metaphysics. 

A film, Gautama Buddha, was shown 
to a large gathering at the end of the first 
day. 


SECOND DAY 


On the second day a large number of 
Buddhists of several nationalities observe 
ata sil. Several Buddhist devotees of 
East and West participated in an enlighten- 
ing discussion under the leadership of 
Mr. K. M. Jayatilleke, Lecturer in Philo- 
sophy of the Ceylon University. 

Special fundamental questions relating 
to humanity were discussed and inter- 
preted through Buddhist philosophy. 

The Ven. Dhammaratana of the London 
Vihara delivered a sermon in English on 
“Fundamentals of Buddhism.”’ 

A large gathering of devotees and 
Buddhist scholars from several English 
universities attended the celebrations when 
Professor A. L. Basham of the London 
University spoke on “Buddhism in the 
Contemporary World.’’ 

In his talk he said what the world needed 


‘today was “not that nationalculture should 


be preserved, not that Democracy and 


‘Communism and other ideologies should 


be preserved, but that a state of affairs 
should prevail in which, according to the 
Buddha, man should be able to work out 
his salvation to strive to conduct himself 
and to get nearer to Nihbana.’’ 

The English Sangha Association of 
London also celebrated Vesak on April 
28 at the Caxton Hall. 


HAWAII 


The Hawaii Buddhist Council celebrated 
the birth of the Buddha on April 8. The 
Council said in a message that during 
the last 2,500 years millions of people of 
many countries have looked up to the 
Teaching for inspiration and guidance. 

“The contribution which the Buddha 
Sakyamuni has made to the advancement 
of mankind, spiritually and culturally, 
is indeed great’’, added the message. 
“The promise it holds for the future is 
yet more significant. 

Therefore, this is an occasion, not only 
to celebrate in a festival mood, not iust eva- 
luate the benefit rendered to humanity by 
the Blessed One, but also to meditate and 
speculate as to how this teaching of our 
Master can bring peace and harmony 
to our troubled world’’. 

In conclusion the message gave the 
Council’s love and fellowship to all who 
are working for the good and welfare 
of mankind, “‘anxious to share with those 
who will receive the teaching of Lord 
Buddha as a means to help stem the rising 
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tide of religious unbelief which is threaten- 
ing the very fabric of world civilisation 
with ruin.”’ 

The programme included the recitation 
of Gathas, Vandana, meditation, recital 
of sutras and sermons both in Japanese 
and English. 


PAKISTAN 


Over 200,009 Buddhists in Chittagong 
and the Chittagong Hill Tracts in East 
Pakistan, celebrated Vesak on April 30. 

Buddhists all over East Pakistan, number- 
ing about 300,00 celebrated the day. 

Special reiigious observances on the 
ccasion were held at the Buddhist monas- 
tery at Nandan Anan in Chittagong. 
Hundreds of Bud- dhists, men and 
women, dressed in their best attended the 
observances. 

The President of the Buddhist Associa- 
tion, Ven. Shanlar Moha Thera, conducted 
the service and recited the Panch Shila. 

Many Buddhists belonging to foreign 
countrizs also participated in the religious 
function. The Eight Precepts were admi- 
nistered to many of them. 


WEST GERMANY 


This year there was a number of Vesak 
celebrations in Berlin to suit the conve- 
nience of Buddhists and a very large 
number of friends of Buddhism. Vesak 
celebrations were held on April 30 and 
May 1, in the Buddhistisches Haus. On 
the 30th April the Ven. Heennatiyana 
Dhammaloka Nayaka Thera was present. 
He gave the Precepts and recited the 
Metta Sutta. 


The Ven. Bhikkhu Shanti Bhadra spoke 
on “A pilgrimage in the Land of the 
Buddha’”’ and traced the life of the Buddha 
from his birth in Lumbinito his Parinibbana 
at Kusinara. He spoke of the different 
villages and cities where the Buddha 
lived and preached and passed away. He 
pointed out that the magic of his magnetic 
personality was one factor that drew 
large numbers towards him. 

He ended his talk with these words: 
“His true greatness stands out clearly and 
brighter as the ages pass, and even the 
sceptical-minded are turning to him with 
more real appreciation, a deeper reverence, 
and true worship. He is one of those few 
great heroes of humanity who have made 
epochs in the history of our race, with a 
message for other times as well as their 
own.”’ 

On May 14 all the Buddhist societies 
in Berlin held the Vesak celebrations in 
the Buddhistisches Haus. Over 700 
persons were present though it was a 
rainy day. The Ambassadors from Ceylon, 
India and Thailand were also present. 

The speakers were the Ven. Shanti 
Bhadra, Mr. S. P. Wickremasinghe, 
Ambassador of Ceylon, the Ambassador 
of Thailand, the Ambassador of India, 
Herr. Lionel {Stutzer and Dr. Kurt 
Schimidt, the well known Buddhist scholar 
in Germany today. 


BURMA 


Vesak was celebrated at the Rama- 
krishna Mission Society in Rangoon on 
April 30. 

The programme included religious. ob- 
servances, offerings and devotional songs. 
Sweets were distributed in the evening. 


ee a 


BUDDHIST PUBLICATION 
SOCIETY 


Forest Hermitage 
KANDY - CEYLON 


Objects: Publication of Buddhist litera- 
ture, primarily pamphlets and tracts, and 
their distribution throughout the world to all 
those interest d in the Buddha’s Teaching 
of Deliverance. 

Publications: THE WHEEL. A series 
of bocklets which will gradually cover all 
important aspects of Buddhism 23 issues 
have been published up to November | 960 
(each issue 5,060 copies). BODEI LEAVES. 
A series of small introductory tracts. (15 
issues, up to November 1960 ( ach issue 
7,500 copies). 


These publications are sent mostly free to 
a growing number of readers in 58 countries. 


Those who wish to further the objects of 
the Society may join as Associate Mem- 
bers or contributors. Associate Member- 
ship Rs. 25/- a year. Associate Members 
or Contributors receive free issues of publi- 
cations. 


If a person sees a wise man, who, as if 
indicating a hidden treasure, points out 
faults and reproves, he should associate 
with such a wise one. It fares well and 
not ill to have the acquaintance of such a 
one. 
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HOCKEY BOOTS 


CHILDREN'S 
- Size 92 Rs. 3.50 | 


GENTS’ 
Size 3—9 Rs. 6.90 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


~ One Hundred 


Koans of Zen 


Budahism 


THE IRON FLUTE: Translated and 
edited by Nyogen Senzaki and Ruth 
Strout McCandless. Charles Tuttle 
Company, Rutland, Vermont, USA, 
and Tokyo, Japan. 3.35 dollars. 


THERE are 1,700 koars in Zen 

Buddhism. A koan is a riddle- 
like problem set by a Zen master 
to his pupil who seeks help in the 
conduct of meditation on which 
Zen or dyhana Buddhism is princi- 
pally based. ‘The solution of a koan 
results in sudden awakening or 
satori which is another word for 
enlightenment. 


A koan is not meant to be intel- 
lectually solved. It is said to have an 
explosive effect in the mind. Ac- 
cording to Christmas Humphreys, 
the principal exponent of Zen in 
Great Britain, the koan is dropped 
into the mind as a stone in a pool. 
‘The master’s purpose in. supplying 
the koan is to reproduce in the 
mind of the pupil the state of con- 
sciousness of which the koan is the 
expression.” 

And satori “‘is the sudden flashing 
into consciousness of a new truth 
hitherto undreamed of. It is a sort 
of mental catastrophe taking place 
all at. once, after much piling of mat- 
ters intellectual and demonstrative. 
The piling has reached the limit 
of stability and the whole edifice 
has come tumbling to the ground 
when, behold, a new heaven is 
open to full survey.” 


The Iren Flute deals with one 
hundred of the more important 
koans. Each of them is elucidated 
with commentaries by Genro, a 
master of the Zoto school of Zen 
in Japan, and his pupil Fugai. The 
translator and editor, Nyogen Sen- 
zaki, makes his own observations 
which may be described as 20th 
century commentatries, showing 
“the power Zen has of adapting 
itself to all areas and nations, of 
remaining always young and vigo- 
rous’’. 

These one hundred koans are 
classic examples from the teaching 
and lives of Chinese Zen _patri- 
archs during the T’ang and Sung 
dynasties — the Golden Age of Zen. 
The book was compiled some 200 
years ago and it has become one of 
the principal Zent exts. Zen was 


‘ 
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introduced to Japan from China and 
from Japan it is has now gone to 
the West. 

The title of the book itself tastes 
of the paradoxical expressions of 


Zen. The original title Tetteki 
Tosui, literally means ‘‘blowing a 
solid iron upside down’? — an 
instrument which has neither 


mouth-piece nor finger holes. 

The book was completed by Gen- 
ro who lived in the 18th century In 
Japan. He added his commentaries 
both in prose and verse. The trans- 
lator, Nyogen Senzaki, who died 
in Los Angeles, California, in 1958, 
was one of the pioneers who intro- 
duced Zen to the West. After 
attending Tokyo University he be- 
came a Buddhist monk and made his 
home in Los Angeles, establishing 
a Zen-do, or meditation centre, 
where he held meditation classes, 
gave talks and translated Buddhist 
texts. 

Nyogen Senzaki wrote:. ‘‘There 
are many teachings from the Orient, 
but none of them can lead you to 
true enlightenment, true emancipa- 
tion, except Zen Buddhism. They 
may satisfy your worldly desires, 
which they call spiritual attainment, 
but they will not lead you to the 
highest stage of Nirvana.” 

Ruth Strout McCandless, who was 
Senzaki’s student and collaborator, 
is a native of California anda graduate 
of Stanford University. She worked 
with Senzaki on the translation of 
various Buddhist texts. 

Each of the koans in this book 
is a penetrating example of Zen 
meditation. Each forms a story by 
itself and provokes thought and 
contemplation. Here is a typical 
example from the book.: 


A monk once asked Shao - shan: 
“Is there any phrase which is neither 
right or wrong ?’? Shao-shan ans- 
wered: “A piece of white cloud does 
not show any ugliness’’. 

Nyogen : Shao-shan was successor 
to Chia-shan, whose severity was well 
known among the monasteries, but 
when he had passed through Chia- 
shan’s severity, he was able to convey 
profound teaching with a word or 
short sentence. 

The monk was really asking: “‘What 
is true freedom or emancipation?’ 
Most of us struggle in the entangle- 
ment of right and wrong, good and 
bad, liking and disliking, but Zen 


transcends these dualistic thoughts. The 
moment, however, one speaks his Zen, 
a couple of monsters flare in front of 
him. Shao-shan did not mention 
absoluteness or oneness, nor any other 
term of religious jargon. He left these 
to the people who have made a pro- 
fession of religion. 


Genre: Not right, not wrong, 


I gave you a phrase: 
Keep it for thirty years, 
But show it to me. 
The book is aptly illustrated. It is 
a valuable addition to the large 
number of books in English on 
the subject of Zen that is being put 
out by publishers in the West. 
Asde’S: 


COMPREHENSIVE IDEA 


OF ZEN 
ZEN BUDDHISM: by Christmas 
Humphreys. Goerge  Alian and 


Unwin Ltd., Ruskin House, 40 Museum 
Street, London, England 6 sh. 


RE-READING = Christmas Hum- 
phrey’s Zen Buddhism in a new 
edition— Unwin Books series — 
is still a treat to the student of this 
Chinese version of Buddhism, now 
predominantly Japanese and West- 
ern. In this volume he presents a 
very comprehensive idea of Zen in 
all its aspects. A rather abstruse 
Subject has been lucidly expounded. 
Mr. Humphreys is a lawyer who 
has practised Zen for over thirty 
years. His exposition of this non- 
intellectual and non--reasonable but 
intuitional aspect of Buddhism, 
therefore, has not only the authority 
of the numerous books he has read 
on the subject but his personal 
experience. As usual in most of his 
books, he quotes profusely from 
recognised writers on Zen. 

He records a few instances when 
he himself enjoyed the bliss of 
satori, the goal of Zen meditation. 

“‘l was having tea alone with the 
cat on my lap, and a ‘tea-time’ 
programme on the wireless to re- 
lax my mind after a session of writing 
this book. | suddenly felt very 
happy, an unusual state in my 
intensely active and imaginative mind, 
then, as it were, | felt about me a 
steadily rising tide of enormous 

Never before had | attained 
discriminate consciousness 
which functions on a plane where 
all discrimination seemed absurd.” 

Satori experienced by him or by 
famous Zen devotees has no concern 
with God, says Mr. Humphereys. 
“Satori is utterly impersonal, draws 
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all its powers under a central wing 
and stands like a rock on its own 
foundation.” 

In. fact, says Mr. Humphreys, a 
great‘‘stumbling-block to the western 
mind’s acceptance of Zen or, shall 
we say, to the awakening of Zen, 
which knows not East or West, in 
western mind, is the general belief, 
either consciously held or driven 
deep into the mind, in ‘God’”’. 

From Indian Buddhism the Chinese 
made Dhyana or the Ch’an school of 
Buddhism which lasted for 500 years 
in China. It took root in Japan as 
Zen for another 500 years. ‘“‘In the 
same way’, says Mr. Humphreys, 
“we can make of Zen a western 
school of awareness which will equal- 
ly spring from the Blessed One’s 
Enlightenment’. 

And what is the origin of Zen? 
“Once when the Buddha was seated 
with his Bhikkhus on the Mount of 
Holy Vulture, a Brahma-Raja came 
to him and, offering him a golden 
flower, asked him to preach the 
Dhamma. The Blessed One received 
the flower and, holding it aloft, 
gazed at it in perfect silence. After 
a while the Venerale Mahakasyapa 
smiled. Such, it is said, is the origin 
of Zen Buddhism’. A. de S. 


Letters to the Editor 


BUDDHIST LITERATURE 
WANTED 

With the co-operation of some 
Buddhist brothers in Surabaja we 
have been planning to propagate the 
Buddha Dhamma among the people 
in East Java. 

There is some Budhist literature 
translated into the Indonesian langu- 
age, which we have been distributing 
freely. 

As the demand is increasing more 
and more, we need more Buddhist 
literature. If you can help us in 
sending Buddhist flags, pictures,, 
books, booklets, pamphelets, Buddha 
statues etc, we would be very 
thankful. 

Upasaka Gunananda 
(Djl Kapasan 139, Surabaja, Indonesia) 


INFORMATION FROM 
EVERYWHERE 
| read your magazine with great 
‘interest for it gives information 
from the whole area of Buddhism 
including Mahayana. 
It is right to say that the Buddhist 
world needs a periodical like this. 
Hartmut Schmidt 
(Munich. West Germany) 
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VESAK ANNUALS 


Publication of Interest Here and 
Abroad 


By Sumana 
WORLD BUDDHISM VESAK 
ANNUAL: 2505-1961. Buddhist 


Publications. 171/4, New Buller’s 
Rozd, Colombo, Ceylen Rs. 2/- 


EVERY Vesak sees a spate of 

Buddhist publications — annuals, 
magazines, special numbers and 
digests. Among this mass of publi- 
cations the World Buddhism Vesak 
Annual stands out by its pleasing 
make-up and the variety of its con- 
tents, ranging from expositions cf 
the Dhamma to the development 
of and interest in Buddhism in va- 
rious countries. 

The student of Buddhist art will 
find Professor Chang  Jen-hsia’s 
article ‘‘Newly found Buddhist Art 
in China” and Dr. C. E. Godakumbu- 
ra’s_ discussion on the standing 
Buddhist Image, which, he says, 
is a rare representation, interesting 
and informative. But let it not be 
assumed that these are highly 
erudite dissertations beyond the 
grasp of the lay reader. 

Equally interesting to all, especially 
for its story-value, is the account 
of the 25,000-pound gold image of 
the Buddha in Thailand. Two 
decades ago, when an old temple 
was demolished to make room for 
the growing city of Bangkok, its 
bronze images and other sculptures 
were carefully, removed. No one 
wanted the slightly damaged plaster- 
cast gigantic Buddha. 

Only a young novice however, 
thought it worth his while to 
get it transported to his temple 
where it lay in a corner for 22 years, 
until one day in March 1955, the 
silent Buddha revealed his true 
colours. The once abandoned statue 
is today estimated at 14,000,000 
United States dollars. 

Amarasiri Weeraratne discusses 
Santideva’s Bodhicharyavatara, which 
he says, is second only to the 
Dhammapada among Buddhist books 
and which European scholars have 
called the finest Buddhist poem. The 
account of ‘‘Buddhist Centres of 
Pilgrimage in India’ by ‘‘Pilgrim’’ 
is a useful introduction to one 
contemplating a pilgrimage to India. 

“Perfect control of the mind is 
the heart and core of the Buddha’s 
teaching’’, says Piyadassi Maha Thera, 


Saparamadu 


in an essay entitled; ‘‘Mental Cul- 
ture’. He proceeds to explain how 
this could be achieved through 
meditation. : 

Mirisse Gunasiri Thera has chosen 
a subject of which he can speak with 
first hand experience: ‘The West 
Needs Buddhism To-day’. The 
venerable Thera was at one time the 
resident-monk of the London Vihara. 

That Russia has a long tradition of 
Buddhisticand Oriental studies which 
is continued unbroken tc the present 
day, may come as a surprise to many 
readers. Oktryabrina Volkova, re- 
search-worker at the Institute of 
Oriental Studies, U.S.S.R. Academy 
of Science, refers among other 
things in the article,“‘Studies of Bud- 
dhism in the Soviet Union’, to a 
Russian publication — Sketches of 
Ceylon and India; From a Russian 
Traveller’s Notes—by the leading 
Orientalist of the 19th Century, 
I. Minayev. 

The articles are appropriately and 
pleasingly illustrated with photo- 
graphs, three of which arein colour. 
This Vesak Annual is altogether a 
worthy publication of interest to the 
reader here and abroad. 


ARRAY OF RICH 


ARTICLES 
CEYLON DAILY NEWS VESAK 
ANNUAL : 2505-1961. Associated 
Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd. Colombo, 


Ceylon, Rs. 4. 


|T is an admitted fact that we in 

Ceylon, praticualrly the Buddhists, 
look forward to the Ceylon Daily 
News Vesak Annual as a precious 
harbinger of the three-fold festival 
of Vesak. 

But this year’s Vesak Annual is 
rather disappointing on one point— 
the cover. 

This drawback however, has 
been amply covered by the yarray 
of rich literary contributions the 
Annual presents from well-informed 
writers, among them beeing some of 
the most eminent in the Buddhist 
world. 

In “Soul or no-Soul” Christmas 
Humphreys argues that if the Bud- 
dha never taught that there was 
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no self, let us cease to teach it. 
The source of trouble started when 
people argued too long on the 
nature of self, and move too little 


to that personal and __ spiritual 
experience in which alone _ its 
meaning could be learnt. He con- 


tends that agnaita is not a doctrine 
but a matter of experience. 

S. R.Wijayatilake in ‘“‘The Buddha 
Smiles’, defining Peace as ex- 
pounded by the Buddha on one side 
aid the heads of great States of this 
age on the other, says the former 
preached Peace in the language of 
Peace while the latter advocated it 
in the language of War. This is the 
vital differénce which national and 
international statesmen of today fail 
to understand. 


For the wealth of information 
presented in the interesting and 
instructive article in ‘“Theravada 


Adhidhamma’’, Ven. Mirisse Gunasiri 
Maha Thera deserves the thanks of 
all those who are eager to compre- 
hend the purest truth. The learned 
Thera has taken great pains to 
present to the student the seven 
books of Abhidhamma. 

In. Amarasiri Weeraratne’s ‘‘The 
Three Characteristics of Existence’’ 
an analytical insight into the three 
cardinal “features of life is vividly 
presented to the lay reader in the 
most understandable language. 

The Annual consists of sixteen 
articles, three colour plates and a 
number of black and white prints. 

Other contributors include C. E. 
Godakumbure, G. D. Weerasinghe, 
M. R. Ratnajinendra, S. B. Rajput, 
W. Pachov and Leonard Zyablin. 

V. de S. 


A BI-LINGUAL 
ANNUAL 


THE BUDDHIST VESAK NUM- 
BER : 2505-1961. Published by the 
Colombo YMBA Rs. 3. 
THIS year’s Vesak Number . of 
the Colombo Young Men’s 
Buddhist Association is a bi-lingual 
one — English and Sinhala. This 
number combines the January-April 
issues. also of The Buddhist, the 
monthly publication of the YMBA. 
Although the entire publication 
has not come up to the standard 
of the previous issues in recent 
years, this year’s number also 
contains a number of articles by 
well-known writerson Buddhism, 
including the Ven. Narada Maha 
Thera, Dr. R. Powel, the Ven H. 
Saddhatissa Thera and the Ven. 
Piyadassi Maha. Thera. 
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In a leading article entitled ‘Our 
Religion is the Basis of our Culture’, 
Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, Minister 
of Cultural Affairs, details some of the 
activities of the Cultural Ministry. 
Among other steps taken to foster 
Buddhism, he refers to the trans- 
lation of the Tripitaka into Sinhala, 
a significant undertaking of the Gov- 
ernment. 

“A highly competent and authori- 
tative committee of bhikkhus has 
been set up to do the translation 
work and up to now six volumes 
of the Tripitaka have been released’’, 
writes the Minister. 

“The Buddhist View of the Con- 
temporary Situation” by the Ven. 
Narada Maha Thera, which originally 
appeared in France-Asie published 
in Tokyo, is worth re-reading. This 
war-weary, restless world, says the 
Ven. Thera, appears to be almost 
morally bankrupt, although, no 
doubt, it has nearly reached the 
zenith of material progress. 

What both East and West, incluc- 
ing America, could do, he asserts, 
is to combine the spiritual wisdom 
of the East witin the scientific know- 
ledge of the West to evolve a golden 
era where all peoples, irrespective 
of caste, creed, colour or race, 
could live in perfect harmony like 
ideal citizens of the world. 

aes A. 


25TH ANNIVERSARY 
NUMBER 


BOSAT VESAK NUMBER : 2505- 
1961. Training School Road, Calombo. 
Rs. 1.50. 


THIS number marks the silver 

jubilee of the popular pocket- 
size monthly magazine Bosat. It is 
indeed a credit to this Buddhist 
publication that it has served Bud- 
dhism and the Buddhist public for 
twenty-five long years and continues 
to do so with added vigour every 
year. It is to be hoped that this 
enthusiasm would continue for many 
years to come. 

The contributions in this year’s 
issue are of a high standard and 
familiar names, specially those of 
Buddhist monks without whose help 
as contributors it is almost impossi- 
ble to produce magazines of this 
nature, are given prominence in its 
91 pages. As many as seven articles 
have been contributed by Buddhist 
monks. 

It is heartening to see the Ven. 
Kassapa Thera, who is almost an 
invalid confined to his room, sparing 


some time to write on: ‘The First 
Essential is Purity’’. 

“Now that Lanka is at last autono- 
mous’’, he writes, ‘‘it is the duty of 
the Buddhist majority here, to see 
to it that we Buddhists of Lanka are 
true Buddhists and not merely 
labelled followers of the Buddha. 
From top to bottom the Buddhist 


house must be put in order. The 
first essential is Purity’. 
weeey mA, 
HONOURING THE 
BUDDHA 
THE MAHA BODHI. VAISAKHA 
NUMBER: 2505-1961, _Culcutta 
India. 
AS many as thirteen articles 


cover various aspects of the 
Buddha Dhamma in the Maha Bodhi 
Vaisakha Number which also carries 
with it the May number of the 
monthly journal issued by the Maha 
Bodhi Society of India. 

These articles range from “‘The 
Buddha Ideal’ to ‘‘Vulgarisation’’. 
The number also contains the usual 
“Diary Leaves of the late Ven. 
Anagarika Dharmapala’, and an 
account of the visit of Queen Eliza- 
beth Il and the Duke of Edinburgh 
to Isipatana. 

The Editorial points out that 
along with the spirit of jubilation 
on Vesak Day it should be noted 
that “‘If we honour the Buddha 
most when we faithfully follow his 
example, as none who has carefully 
studied the records of his Teaching 
can doubt, surely for afew minutes at 
least on the Vaisakha Purnima Day, 
if not for an hour or more, we ought 
to withdraw from external celebra- 
tions, concentrate the mind, and try 
to fathom the significance of the 
Teaching within’. “¥ 

“Our Homage to Rabindranath 
Tagore” by Kalidas Nag and Notes 
and News conclude the magazine. 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 


This periodical, now in its sixteenth year, 
is published in the United States of 
America. It is dedicated ‘to those who 
seek The Way,’’ to Buddhism and to 
Eastern Philosophy. 


Sample copies on request. 
Subscription Sh. 2,50 per annum, ten 
numbers and index. 


THE GOLDEN LOTUS 
608, West Upsal Street, 
Philadelphia, 19, Pa, 
U.S.A. 
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For delightful NEW mother and daughter ieteeas 


Jumping Fish 


PRINTED CAMBRIC 


You'll pick these fresh new fabrics, for yourself 
‘and your daughter, from a wonderful selection of 
mother and daughter styles. These printed cam- 
brics are bright, light, long wearing and low priced, 
and are available in a wide variety of colour and de- 
sign. Make yourself a dress with Jumping Fish, 

fabric —its a C.W.E. contribution to economical 


living. 
cas 


, Dh, 
al: 


AUNNWWWWWv-oFbEA 
Sole Distributors: C.W.E. 


Ayailable at: C.W.E. 


Dept ;Store, Fort, Colomba,: 
McCallum Road, 

Main Street, Pettah, 
Maradana and outstations, 


REMEMBER -NOW AND ALWAYS, THE BRINGS YOU TOP QUALITY AND VALUE 
, a ‘ ~ 1 CAS | CWE] TX [214 , 


ay 
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LATEX FOAM 


RUBBER MATTRESSES 


No other type of Mattress can give you 
such comfortable restful sleep as one of 
Latex Foam. 

It means easier bed-making, too. 
You owe it to yourself to have this sheer 
luxury in your home. 
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@® WASHABLE ® DURABLE 


® HEALTHIER © 


Moulded in full size 6’.3” 
x 3’ x 4” thick, complete 
with strong cloth cover for 
only Rs. 150/-. 


MADE OF PURE CEYLON RUBBER BY: 
RICHARD PIERIS & CO., LTD. 


HYDE PARK CORNER, COLOMBO. TELEPHONE: 6277 
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SES 
= by WE cut 
MARKETING DEPARTMEM 


Cdiowso cene® 


PINEAPPLE 
RINGS 


AVAILABLE AT ALL 


MARKETING DEPT. SHOPS 


AND AT LEADING GROCERS 
THROUGHOUT THE JSLAND 


naam. A SEAMS so ae ae a ne 


Here's the reason why aie 


for happiness arises out of contentment and 
the 


Your happiness is the happiness of your family. 
Their future is your responsibility. And there 
is no better way of insuring that their future 
is secure and well-provided for than by insurance. 


There is a policy for every family require- 
ment insurance of every kind for every mem- 
ber of the family for education, for higher 
qualifications, for marriage and for the home. 
Make yours a happy family with well-planned 
insurance. Money cannot buy happiness, but 
good insurance~certainly can. And good insu- 
rance is CEYLON INSURANCE. 


LIFE, FIRE, MOTOR, MARINE 
& GENERAL ACCIDENT. 


CEYLON INSURANCE Co. LTD. 


69, QUEEN’S STREET, COLOMBO. 


